THE  EVERLASTING 
COVENANT 


PROPHETS  OF  GOD 
TEACH  ALIKE 

EDWARD  T.  COUCH 


• • 


\f  /vh  /•/ 


mMz, 


The  Everlasting  Covenant 


— OR- 

Prophets  of  God  Teach  Alike 


EDWARD  T.  COUCH 

OF  THE 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints 


BOYNE  CITY,  CHARLEVOIX  CO.,  MICH. 
JUEY,  1906. 


c 


UPB 


THE  EVERLASTING  COVENANT 

Or,  Prophets  of  God  Teach  Alike. 


The  First  Principles  of  the  Gospel. 

fHE  Creator  has  placed  men  on  this  earth  for 
a good  and  wise  purpose;  but  they  have 
broken  the  laws  He  gave  to  govern  them. 
This  is  sin,  for  “Sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law.” 
For  the  happiness  of  mankind,  it  is  necessary  that 
they  should  be  forgiven  their  sins,  and  become 
reconciled  to  God.  The  Lord  has  provided  a plan 
of  redemption,  by  the  obeying  of  which  this  can 
be  accomplished.  “The  everlasting  covenant,”  or 
“everlasting  gospel,”  or  “the  gospel  of  Christ,”  is 
the  scriptural  name  given  to  the  plan  of  redemp- 
tion. 

The  first  principle  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  is 
Faith.  Faith  is  the  result  of  evidence.  For  in- 
stance: we  believe  other  countries  exist,  besides 
the  one  in  which  we  live,  because  reliable  men  have 
seen,  and  testified  of  them.  In  like  manner  we  can 
have  faith  to  believe  there  is  a God,  because  there 
is  so  much  evidence  in  the  universe  of  a great  Cre- 
ator. We  can  also  have  faith  to  believe  in  Christ, 
for  we  have  the  evidence  that  the  scriptures  teach 
that  he  has  come,  and  also  the  testimony  of  some 
of  those  that  have  seen  Him,  who  said,  “Truly  this 
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is  the  Son  of  God!”  Faith  unto  salvation,  needs 
to  be  in  God,  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ.  If  it  was 
centered  in  any  of  the  many  false  Christs,  it  would 
be  of  no  use 

The  second  principle  of  the  gospel  is  Repent- 
ance. We  must  humble  ourselves  before  God, 
and  repent  of  what  we  have  done  wrong,  and  be- 
come willing  to  obey  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord. 

After  men  have  faith  in  God  and  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  and  repent  of  their  sins,  they  should 
obey  the  third  principle  of  the  gospel — Baptism. 
The  object  of  baptism  is  uFor  the  remission  of 
sins.”  Saul  had  repented  of  his  sins,  yet  he  was 
not  free  from  them  until  after  baptism,  for  Anani- 
as said  to  him,  “Arise,  and  be  baptized  and  wash 
away  Thy  sins.” — Acts  22:16.  The  remitting  of 
sins  by  obeying  this  ordinance  is  also  taught  in 
Acts  2:38  and  other  places.  It  is  necessary  that 
it  should  be  performed  by  one  that  has  authority 
from  God  to  do  so,  or  it  would  be  of  no  use. 

The  fourth  principle  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  is 
The  Layimg  on  of  Hands.  This  is  done  to  con- 
fer the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  baptized  believ- 
ers. Philip  preached  in  Samaria.  The  people 
were  influence^  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  they  would 
pay  no  heed  to  his  unpopular  preaching,  yet  the 
converts  did  not  receive  the  Holy  Ghost  until 
hands  were  laid  on  for  that  purpose.  Acts  8:16-17; 
19:6,  also  2 Tim.  1:6.  The  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  such 
as  prophecy,  tongues,  and  interpretation  of  tongues, 
are  manifestations  of  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Hands  are  also  laid  on  in  ordination,  healing  the 
sick,  and  blessing  infants.  These  principles  of 
the  gospel  are  mentioned  by  Paul  in  Heb.  6:1-2. 
They  are  taught  by  all  Latter  Day  Saints,  and 
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published  by  them  in  various  works.  For  this 
reason,  but  a limited  explanation  of  them  is  given 
here,  and  as  this  work  is  intended  more  for  Latter 
Day  Saints,  than  others,  I will  quote  from  the 
Bible,  Book  of  Mormon,  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
and  Inspired  Translation  of  the  Bible,  as  occasion 
may  require. 

We  are  told  to  “Grow  in  grace,  and  in  a know- 
ledge of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  In  order  to  do 
this,  after  obeying  the  fiist  principles  of  the  gospel, 
it  is  necessary  to  learn  what  you  can  of  the  many 
other  commandments  God  has  given,  and  live 
faithful  to  the  end,  in  order  to  attain  to  salvation. 

Antiquity  of  the  Gospel. 

It  is  not  as  well  known  as  it  ought  to  be,  that 
the  gospel  of  Christ  was  given  in  full  particulars 
in  the  days  of  Adam.  It  is  commonly  believed  by 
those  that  are  called  Christian  people,  that  there 
was  a great  difference  in  the  commandments  of  God 
that  were  given  before  Christ,  from  those  that  were 
taught  by  Him,  and  His  apostles  after  Him.  Ap- 
parently there  is  quite  a difference  between  the 
teachings  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  When 
correctly  understood,  they  harmonize,  and  teach  the 
same  gospel.  This  means  that  the  laws  of  God 
taught  in  the  New  Testament,  were  taught  long 
before  that  time.  The  first  principles  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  many  other  laws,  were  taught  in  the  days 
of  Moses;  yes,  back  in  the  days  of  Adam.  The 
principle  reason  this  does  not  appear  plain  is  be- 
cause there  is  so  much  lost  scripture.  If  full  par- 
ticulars of  the  evidences  of  lost  scriptures  were 
given,  you  could  see  that  the  Bible  of  today  is  only 
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a mere  remnant  of  the  scriptures  of  apostolic 
days. 

There  is  a good  deal  said  about  the  Holy  Ghost 
in  the  New  Testament,  but  that  name  for  the  spir- 
it of  God  is  not  used  in  the  Old  Testament;  but 
Peter  said,  “Prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the 
will  of  man:  but  holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they 
were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost.” — 2 Peter  1:21. 

Jesus  said,  “Except  a man  be  born  of  water  and 
of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God.” — John  3:5.  Everybody  is  willing  to  admit 
that  righteous  men  of  old  were  “born  of  the  Spirit.” 
Well,  if  they  were,  they  were  “born  of  water”  also, 
for  the  one  birth  is  as  necessary  as  the  other,  ac- 
cording to  the  words  of  Jesus. 

The  Saviour  came  to  John  the  Baptist  to  be  bap- 
tized by  him.  John  felt  unworthy  to  baptize  so 
great  a person  as  He  was;  but  Jesus  said,  “Suffer 
it  to  be  so  now7;  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfill 
all  righteousness.” — Mat.  3:15.  This  shows  there 
was  a commandment  requiring  men  to  be  baptized 
pievious  to  this,  and  Jesus  had  to  keep  this  law,  in 
order  to  be  righteous. 

It  does  not  prove  that  baptism  was  not  taught  in 
Old  Testament  days,  because  it  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  first  half  of  the  Bible  that  has  come  down  to 
us.  If  it  did,  then  with  equal  propriety  it  would 
be  proof  that  it  was  never  predicted  that  Jesus 
would  “Rise  from  the  dead  the  third  day,”  for  this 
information  is  not  in  the  Old  Testament  now.  But 
some  of  the  prophets  that  wrote  before  Christ,  and 
whose  writings  are  lost,  predicted  this.  Here  is 
what  Jesus  said  about  it,  “Thus  it  is  written,  and 
thus  it  behooved  Christ  to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from 
the  dead  the  third  day.” — Luke  24:46.  These  words 
are  not  in  the  Old  Testament  now,  but  they  were  in 


or,  Prophets  of  God  Teach  Alike  7 

apostolic  days.  It  is  the  same  with  baptism,  and 
many  other  things. 

The  sacrament,  or  Lord’s  supper,  was  not  new 
in  Jesus’  time.  It  was  kept  up  from  early  in  the 
world’s  history.  When  Melchizedek  met  Abraham 
he  “Brought  forth  bread  and  wine.”  These  great 
men  never  did  this  for  mere  idle  pastime.  If  they 
did,  then  Moses  would  be  as  foolish  as  they,  for  he 
wrote  it  down  500  years  after  it  occurred,  so  that 
we  might  know  of  it.  It  was  nothing  less  than 
the  Lord's  supper  that  these  men  kept  at  that  time. 

Read  the  third  chapter  of  Hebrews,  and  the  fore 
part  of  the  fourth,  and  you  will  find  that  St.  Paul 
was  telling  how  rebellious  the  people  were  after 
coming  out  of  Egypt.  While  explaining  this  he 
said,  “For  unto  us  was  the  gospel  preached  as  well 
as  unto  them;  but  the  word  preached  did  not  pro- 
fit them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that 
heard  it.”  It  is  well  known  that  “the  gospel”  was 
preached  in  the  days  of  Paul.  But  the  apostle 
makes  a specialty  of  the  fact  that  “the  gospel”  was 
preached  in  Moses’  time,  but  “unto  us”  also.  By 
this  we  learn  .that  “the  gospel”  was  preached  at 
these  two  different  times.  Words  are  used  to 
express  ideas.  The  word  “gospel”  certainly  means 
the  same  in  the  one  case,  as  it  does  in  the  other. 
If  faith,  repentance,  baptism,  laying  on  of  hands, 
sacrament,  sabbath  day,  and  many  other  laws,  were 
a part  of  the  gospel  in  the  days  of  Paul,  then  they 
were  in  Moses’  time  also.  By  reading  the  New 
Testament  we  can  find  out  a part  of  what  was 
preached  then,  and  by  perusing  the  Old  Test- 
ament we  can  learn  a part  of  what  was  preached 
then.  Both  parts  together  embrace  what  Paul  call- 
ed “the  gospel”  that  was  taught  at  these  two  differ- 
ent times. 


8 


The  Everlasting  Covenant 


The  same  argument  holds  good  in  the  case  of 
Abraham.  Paul  said,  “The  scripture  forseeing 
that  God  would  justify  the  heathen  through  faith, 
preached  before  THE  GOSPEL  unto  Abraham. ” — Gal. 
3:8.  This  shows  “the  gospel”  was  preached  to  Ab- 
raham, and  of  course  he  taught  it  himself.  “Noah 
was  a preacher  of  righteousness.”  Neither  he,  nor 
Abraham  could  happen  upon  God’s  laws  by  chance. 
They  were  made  known  to  them.  It  was  just  as 
necessary  for  men  to  learn  the  laws  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ  in  the  days  of  Adam,  in  order  to  be  saved, 
as  at  any  other  time. 

These  explanations  will  help  to  show  that  the 
gospel  taught  in  apostolic  days  was  preached  in 
the  days  of  Adam,  but  the  Apostle  John  gives  more 
definite  proof:  “And  now  I beseech  thee,  lady, 
not  as  though  I wrote  a new  commandment  unto 
thee,  but  that  which  we  had  from  the  beginning, 
that  we  love  one  another.  And  this  is  love,  that 
we  walk  after  the  commandments.  This  is  the 
commandment,  that  as  ye  heard  from  the  be- 
ginning, ye  should  walk  in  IT,” — 2 John  5 and 
6 verses.  The  Apostle  John  taught  the  same  thing 
in  his  first  epistle.  “Brethren,  I write  no  new 
commandment  unto  you,  but  an  old  command- 
ment WHICH  YE  HAD  FROM  THE  BEGINNING.” — I 
John  2:7.  The  24th  verse  of  this  chapter  teaches  the 
same  thing.  This  same  doctrine  is  also  taught  in 
1 John  3:  11,12.  This  is  the  fourth  time  these 
words  are  mentioned.  Now  the  question  arises, 
does  the  apostle  mean  from  the  beginning  of  Christ’s 
ministry  or  from  the  beginning  of  the  world?  In 
either  case  it  would  make  but  little  difference,  as 
the  same  laws  were  taught  at  each  time,  with  but 
little  exception. 

The  “beloved  disciple”  settled  this  later  question 
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when  he  said,  uHe  that  committeth  sin  is  of  the 
devil;  for  the  devil  sinneth  from  the  beginning.” 
— 1 John  3:8.  The  same  word  ‘‘beginning”  is 
used  here  as  in  the  previous  quotations.  If  the 
word  “beginning”  refers  to  the  days  of  Adam  in 
this  latter  quotation,  and  nobody  doubts  it,  then  it 
is  the  same  time  in  the  world’s  history  he  meant 
when  he  said,  “I  write  no  new  commandment 
unto  you,  but  an  old  commandment  which  ye  had 
from  the  beginning.” 

The  sum  of  this  evidence  is  this:  the  command- 
ments taught  by  St.  John  were  the  same  as  were 
preached  in  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  the 
laws  taught  at  that  time,  were  the  same  as  he 
preached  in  his  day.  Now  St.  John  taught  the 
same  as  the  rest  of  the  apostles.  Therefore  the 
laws  of  the  New  Testament  were  taught  in  the 
days  of  Adam,  and  the  laws  of  God  that  were 
preached  in  the  days  of  Adam  were  proclaimed  by 
the  New  Testament  writers. 

The  great  modern  prophet  was  aware  that  the 
gospel  of  Christ  was  given  to  men  in  Adam's  day. 
The  following  is  a part  of  what  the  Lord  said  to 
Adam  after  he  had  sinned:  “If  thou  wilt  turn  unto 
me  and  hearken  unto  my  voice,  and  BELIEVE,  and 
repent  of  all  thy  transgressions,  and  be  baptized, 
even  in  water,  in  the  name  of  mine  Only  Begotten 
Son,  who  is  full  of  grace  and  truth,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ,  the  only  name  which  shall  be  given  under 
heaven,  whereby  salvation  shall  come  unto  the 
children  of  men;  and  YE  SHALL  RECEIVE  The  GIFT 
OF  The  Holy  Ghost.” — Gen.  6:53,  Inspired  Trans- 
lation. How  nicely  these  words  agree  with  the 
first  principles  of  the  Gospel  as  they  are  taught  in 
the  New  Testament?  Now  read  from  the  same 
book.  Gen.  5:44,  “And  thus  THE  GOSPEL  began  to 
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be  preached  from  the  beginning,  being  declared  by 
holy  angels,  sent  forth  from  the  presence  of  God; 
and  by  His  own  voice,  and  by  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  How  well  this  agrees  with  the  epistles  of 
St.  John  as  already  shown! 

Now  turn  to  Doctrine  & Covenants,  sec,  49,  par. 
2,  where  it  says:  “Wherefore  I say  unto  you,  that 
I have  sent  unto  you  mine  everlasting  coven- 
ant, even  that  which  was  from  the  beginning.” 
In  order  to  better  understand  what  is  meant  by 
“the  everlasting  covenant,”  read  D.  & C.,  sec.  108: 
1 1 : “And  for  this  cause,  that  men  might  be  partak- 
ers of  the  glories  which  were  to  be  revealed,  the 
Lord  sent  forth  the  fulness  of  His  gospel,  His  ever- 
lasting covenant/’  From  these  words  it  can  be 
seen  that  “the  everlasting  covenant/’  is  only  anoth- 
er name  for  “the  fulness  of  the  gospel” — the  gos- 
pel of  Christ.  Now  the  previous  quotation  states 
that  “the  everlasting  covenant,”  or  gospel  of  Christ, 
is  the  same  “as  that  which  was  from  the  beginning.” 
or  days  of  Adam.  And  it  is  so  well  known  that 
the  latter  day  gospel  is  the  same  as  the  apostolic 
that  proof  is  unnecessary;  therefore  the  latter  day 
gospel  and  the  apostolic  are  the  same  as  were  taught 
in  the  days  of  Adam. 

Not  only  was  the  gospel  of  Christ  well  under- 
stood by  the  righteous  in  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  but  they  had  the  laws  of  God  written  down. 
In  other  words,  they  had  scriptures  to  read  long  be- 
fore Moses  was  born.  Moses  had  led  the  Israelites 
out  of  Egypt  but  a few  months  before  the  time 
when  “He  took  THE  book  of  the  covenant,  and 
read  in  the  audience  of  all  the  people;  and  they 
said,  all  that  the  Lord  hath  said  will  we  do,  and  be 
obedient.” — Ex.  24:7.  This  “book  of  the  coven 
ant”  must  have  preceded  his  day,  for  he  did  not 
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have  time  to  write  it  in  the  short  time  he  was  a 
prophet  of  God,  and  leader  of  the  Israelites. 

“Enoch,  the  seventh  from  Adam,  prophesied.” — - 
Jnde  14th  verse.  This  “prophecy”  would  be  scrip- 
ture. 

“And  Adam  stood  up  in  the  midst  of  the  congre- 
gation, and  notwithstanding  he  was  bowed  down 
with  age,  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  predicted 
whatsoever  should  befall  his  posterity  unto  the  lat- 
est generation.  These  things  were  ALL  WRITTEN 
in  the  book  of  Enoch,  and  are  to  be  testified  of  in 
due  time.”— D.  & C.  104:29.  This  shows  that 
Enoch  wrote  down  some  of  Adam’s  prophecy;  and 
of  course  he  wrote  down  his  own. 

There  is  no  person  that  can  read  or  write  with- 
out learning  to  do  so.  No  one  possesses  this 
knowledge  naturally.  They  had  to  learn  to  read 
and  write  in  Adam’s  day,  or  they  could  not  do  so. 
Of  course  the  book  of  Genesis  does  not  inform  us  of 
this  fact,  but  it  was  done,  or  they  could  not  write 
the  commandments  of  God.  The  Inspired  Trans- 
lation gives  us  some  light  on  this  point.  “And 
then  began  these  men,  [Adam  and  his  sons]  to  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord;  and  the  Lord  blessed 
them;  and  A book  of  remembrance  was  kept 
in  the  which  was  recorded  in  the  language  of  Ad- 
am, for  it  was  given  unto  as  many’as  called  upon 
God,  To  write  by  the  spirit  of  inspiration, 

and  by  them  THEIR  CHILDREN  WERE  TAUGHT  TO 
read  and  write,  having  a language  which  was 
pure  and  undefiled.’’ — Gen.  6:  5-6.  This  shows 
that  “their  children  were  taught  to  read  and  write,” 
and  the  servants  of  God  “wrote  by  the  Spirit  of 
inspiration,”  “in  the  language  of  Adam.”  Verse 
twelve  of  this  chaptersays:  “Seth  lived  one  hundred 
and  five  years,  and  begat  Enos,  and  prophesied  111 
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all  his  days,  and  taught  his  son  Enos  in  the  ways 
of  the  Lord.  Wherefore  Enos  prophesied  also.” 
According  to  this,  Seth  and  Enos  prophesied,  and 
as  already  shown,  they  “WROTE  by  the  Spirit  of  in- 
spiration/’ This  shows  that  they  had  written 
scripture  at  that  time,  and  therefore  well  understood 
the  laws  of  God,  or  gospel  of  Christ. 

It  was  because  Moses  had  read  these  ancient 
scriptures,  which  had  long  preceded  his  day,  and 
had  faith  in  them,  “When  he  was  come  to  years, 
refused  to  be  called  the  son  of  Pharaoh’s  daughter; 
choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction  witti  the  people 
of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  fora  sea- 
son.”— Heb.  1 1 : 24-25.  He  was  reproached  for  be* 
lieving  in  Christ,  a name  very  common  in  all  the 
ancient  scriptures,  but  now  unknown  in  the  Old 
Testament.  “Esteeming  the  reproach  of  Christ 
greater  riches  than  all  the  treasures  of  Egypt.” — 
Verse  26. 


The  Added  Law. 

It  has  now  been  shown  that  the  gospel  of  apos- 
tolic days  was  given  to  men  in  the  days  of  Adam. 
It  has  also  been  shown  that  the  laws  of  God,  or 
gospel  of  Christ,  were  written  down  from  the  be- 
ginning. It  wa^s  this  code  of  laws  Abraham  lived 
by  in  his  day.  God  gave  the  land  of  Canaan  to 
him  and  his  seed,  “Because  that  Abraham  obeyed 
my  voice,  and  kept  my  charge,  my  commandments, 
my  statutes,  and  my  laws.” — Gen.  26:5. 

After  Moses  led  the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt,  and 
before  they  came  to  Mount  Sinai,  the  Lord  gave 
them  manna  to  eat,  and  told  them  not  to  gather  it 
on  the  seventh  day;  but  some  of  them  disobeyed. 
Then  the  Lord  said  to  Moses,  “How  long  refuse  ye 
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to  keep  MY  COMMANDMENTS,  AND  MY  TAWS?” Ex. 

16:28.  It  is  no  wonder  the  Lord  spoke  this  way  to 
the  people,  because  they  had  His  laws  already  given 
to  them,  as  already  shown.  If  they  were  not  given 
to  them  until  they  came  to  mount  Sinai,  a few 
months  after  this,  it  would  be  a very  harsh  way  to 
address  the  people,  to  say  the  least. 

When  the  Israelites  came  to  mount  Sinai,  the 
Lord,  by  the  hand  of  Moses,  reiterated  the  laws  of 
uthe  everlasting  covenant,”  or  gospel  of  Christ.  He 
also  gave  directions  to  keep  a feast  to  celebrate  the 
passing  over  of  the  destroying  angel.  When  this 
is  well  understood,  it  will  be  found  that  God  had 
before  this  given  a law,  requiring  that  when  He 
does  any  great  thing  in  behalf  of  His  people,  it 
should  be  kept  in  memory,  as  the  importance  of 
the  event  requires*  No  doubt  it  was  according  to 
this  law,  that  in  individual  cases,  we  often  find  in 
reading  the  Old  Testament,  that  when  an  angel  of 
God  appears  to  a righteous  man,  it  says:  “And  he 
built  there  an  altar,  and  called  upon  the  name  of 
the  Lord.” 

Moses  taught  the  gospel  code  of  laws  that  all 
righteous  men  lived  by  from  the  days  of  Adam, 
and  because  the  people  were  very  rebellious,  the 
Lord  gave  in  connection  with  them,  what  is  called 
“the  added  law.”  The  prophet  Ezekiel  gives  us 
some  light  on  this  point,  in  chapter  20:  n-13. 
“And  I gave  them  my  statutes,  and  shewed  them 
my  judgments,  which  if  a man  do,  he  shall  even 
live  in  them.  * * They  walked  not  in  my  statutes, 
and  they  despised  my  judgments,  which  if  a man 
do,  he  shall  even  live  in  them  ” Notice,  this  code 
of  \aws  was  just  and  reasonable  to  live  by,  “which 
if  a man  do,  he  shall  even  live  in  them.” 

Now  read  the  24th  verse  of  this  chapter.  “Because 
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they  had  not  executed  my  judgments,  but  had  des- 
pised my  statutes,  and  had  polluted  my  Sabbaths, 
and  their  eyes  were  after  their  fathers’  idols.”  This 
shows  the  people  despised  the  good  laws  first  given 
them.  This  is  why,  or  the  “Wherefore  I gave  them 
also  statutes  that  were  not  good,  and  judgments 
whereby  they  should  not  live.”  From  this  it  can 
be  seen  that  this  last  set  of  laws  were  hard  to  live 
by- 

Now  it  should  be  remembered  that  it  was  this 
last  code  of  laws  that  are  known  to  all  scripture 
writers  as  “The  law  of  Moses.”  The  book  of  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  says,  “The  law  of  Moses  is 
fulfilled  in  me” — Christ.  The  book  of  Mormon 
says  the  same  thing.  “But  the  law  which  was 
given  unto  Moses,  hath  an  end  in  me” — Christ, 
Nephi  7:1.  This  “added  law” — “the  law  of  Moses,” 
originated  with  Moses,  and  therefore  it  was  called 
after  his  name.  But  the  original  law,  “The  ever- 
lasting covenant,”  did  not  cease  in  Christ’s  time. 
All  righteous  men  lived  by  this  law,  before,  and 
after  Moses’  time.  It  was  taught  by  the  Savior, 
and  by  his  apostles  after  Him. 

The  Apostle  Paul  understood  this  subject  the 
same  way.  He  explains  it  by  saying,  “Abraham 
had  two  sons,  the  one  by  a bondmaid,  the  other 
by  a free  woman,  * * which  things  are  an  alleg- 
ory [or  illustration];  for  these  are  the  two  coven- 
ants,” or  two  different  codes  of  laws,  Gal.  4:  22-31. 
Paul  here  teaches,  that  as  Ishmael  was  sent  away 
from  Abraham’s  house,  so  was  this  last  code  of  laws 
and  as  Isaac  was  retained,  so  was  the  original  law. 
How  plain  this  is! 

When  the  Added  Law  Ceased 

This  is  an  important  point  that  is  not  understood 
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as  well  as  it  ought  to  be,  so  it  will  be  well  to  put 
in  a short  chapter  on  this  subject.  St.  Paul  was 
speaking  of  the  “added  law” — “the  law  of  Moses,” 
when  he  said:  “It  was  added  because  of  transgres- 
sions till  the  seed  should  come  to  whom  the 
promise  was  made,”— Gal.  3:  19.  You  will  notice 
that  this  law  was  “added  till  the  seed  [Jesus 
Christ]  should  come.”  Well,  when  did  Jesus 
“come?”  Certainly  He  “came”  before  He  died. 
If  you  are  a man  of  God,  when  did  you  “come”  as 
a man  of  Go  l?  You  came  before  the  time  of  your 
death,  didn’t  you?  Certainly  you  did.  You  came 
as  a man  of  God,  when  you  began  to  serve  God. 
Well,  then  when  did  Jesus  “come”  as  a minister 
and  prophet  of  God?  He  “came”  when  He  began 
His  public  ministry.  So  “the  law  of  Moses”— 
“the  added  law,”  ceased  when  Christ  began  His 
public  ministry,  and  not  when  He  died,  as  erroni- 
ously  believed  by  many.  Very  true,  Paul  speaks 
of  “The  handwriting  of  ordinances”  being  “Nail- 
ed to  the  cross,”  Col.  2-14;  but  certainly  he  does 
not  contradict  himself  in  regard  to  when  this  law 
ceased.  No  person  would  argue  this. 

To  illustrate  the  fact  that  the  law  of  Moses  ceas- 
ed when  Jesus  began  His  public  ministry,  turn  to 
Matt.  19:3  9.,  Here  the  Saviour  admits  that  the  law 
of  Moses  granted  divorces  for  various  causes.  Then 
He  said,  divorces  shall  be  given  for  no  cause  but 
“adultery.”  This  shows  that  the  “added  law”  was 
at  that  time  a thing  of  the  past. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  agrees  with  the  Apostle  Paul 
on  this  important  point.  He  said,  “The  law  of 
carnal  commandments,  [the  law  of  Moses],  which 
the  Lord  in  His  wrath  caused  to  continue  with  the 
house  of  Aaron,  among  the  children  of  Israel  till 
John,” — D.  & C.  83:4.  Read  the  the  whole  quota- 
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tion  and  yon  will  see  that  the  “John”  spoken  of, 
was  John  the  Baptist.  Now  it  is  well  known  that 
he  began  his  ministry  a little  before  Jesus  did,  and 
died  shortly  after  the  Saviour  began  His.  So  this 
harmonizes  with  what  has  already  been  shown, 
that  the  law  of  Moses  was  only  kept  up,  in  the 
land  of  Canaan,  till  Jesus  “came  ” So  the  laws 
Jesus  taught  belonged  to  the  original  gospel. 

It  is  plain  to  be  seen,  that  the  “added  law”  was 
kept  up  on  this  continent  of  America  for  about 
three  and  a half  years  after  it  ceased  in  Canaan, 
for  the  good  reason,  that  Jesus  did  not  “come” 
here,  until  after  His  death  and  resurrection  in  the 
land  of  Canaan. 

No  Change  in  the  Everlasting  Covenant 
When  Christ  was  Crucified. 

If  there  is  anything  taught  in  the  Old  or  New 
Testaments,  that  is  contrary  to  a man’s  belief,  it  is 
a common  thing  for  him  to  say,  “It  was  done  away 
with  when  Christ  was  crucified.”  Others  say, 
“It  was  changed  after  the  Saviour  was  put  to  death.” 
Indeed,  so  common  are  these  expressions  now,  that 
nearly  every  one  uses  them.  Very  often  what  one 
man  says,  “was  done  away  with”  another  says  it 
was  not.  Then  the  second  man  would  “do  away 
with”  what  the  first  retained,  and  so  on.  Many 
now  say,  “Jesus  lived  by  the  old  law,  but  as  soon 
as  He  died,  it  was  done  away  with.”  Yet  many  of 
His  teachings  are  believed  in  by  all  Christian  peo- 
ple; while  other  things  He  taught,  the  majority  of 
them  unite  in  saying,  were  discontinued.  For  in- 
stance: on  one  occasion  the  Saviour  said,  “Come  un- 
to me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and 
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learn  of  me,  for  I am  meek  and  lowly  in  heartland 
ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls. ” — -Matt.  11:28-30. 
Everybody  admits  these  words  are  in  full  force  now, 
as  well  as  when  first  spoken.  But  when  He  clean- 
sed a leper,  and  told  him  to  “Go  thy  way,  show 
thyself  to  the  priest,  and  OFFER  THE  GIFT  THAT 
MOSES  commanded,  for  a testimony  unto  them,” 
Matthew  8:4,  nearly  everyone  says,  “this  was  done 
away  with  when  Christ  died.”  Now  the  question 
arises,  why  should  one  of  the  plain  teachings  of 
Christ  be  kept  up,  and  the  other  “done  away  with?” 

Again:  the  Saviour  taught,  “Therefore  all  things 
whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you, 
do  ye  even  so  to  them,  for  this  is  the  law  and  the 
prophets”— Matt.  7:12.  He  also  spoke  these  words: 
“Therefore  if  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and 
there  retnemberest  that  thy  brother  hath  ought 
against  thee:  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the  altar, 
and  go  thy  way;  first  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother 
and  then  come  and  offer  thy  gift,”— Matt  5:23-24. 
When  these  words  were  spoken,  there  was  a temple 
in  Jerusalem,  and  an  altar  in  that  temple  What- 
ever this  law  was  that  is  referred  to  here,  it  re- 
quired that  if  a man  had  anything  against  the  per- 
son making  the  offering,  the  one  making  the  offer- 
ing was  to  go  and  be  “first  reconciled  to  thy  broth- 
er,” then  he  could  “come  and  offer  his  gift.”  Now 
this  quotation,  and  the  one  before  it,  is  from  what 
is  called,  “Christ’s  sermon  on  the  mount,”  yet  the 
first  is  universally  upheld  today,  while  the  second 
is  equally  as  well  said  to  be  “done  away  with,”  by 
the  most  of  people.  Why  should  this  be? 

On  one  occasion  Jesus  “Went  into  the  house  of 
one  of  the  chief  Pharisees  to  eat  bread  on  the  Sab- 
bath day.”  While  there,  He  asked  the  question, 
“Is  it  lawful  to  heal  on  the  Sabbath  day?”— Luke 
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14:1-3.  Everybody  that  is  able  to  read  the  Bible  is 
willing  to  admit  that  it  was  the  seventh  day  of  the 
week  when  this  occurred.  Jesus  kept  the  seventh 
day  of  the  week  for  the  Sabbath;  and  if  He  was 
asked  in  regard  to  this  subject,  He  would  teach  in 
this  manner.  But  now  the  great  majority  of  those 
that  are  called  Christian  people  say,  “the  Sabbath 
was  changed  from  the  last  to  the  first  day  of  the 
.week,  as  soon  as  Christ  died.”  Others  say,  “it  was 
done  away  with  entirely  when  the  Saviour  was  put 
to  death.”  But  when  that  same  Saviour,  who  taught 
and  upheld  the  seventh  day  for  the  Sabbath,  spoke 
these  words,  “Except  a man  be  born  of  water 
and  of  the  spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  God,”  the  most  of  people  say  and  teach  that 
this  latter  statement  is  in  full  force  now,  but  his 
teachings  and  example  on  the  other  question  “was 
done  away  with,”  or,  “changed  when  He  died.” 
O when  will  men  cease  to  twist  the  Bible  to  make 
it  fit  their  creeds! 

One  of  the  last  ministerial  acts  of  Jesus,  before 
He  was  put  to  death,  was  to  keep  the  feast  of  the 
Passover.  “And  he  sent  Peter  and  John,  saying, 
Go  and  prepare  us  the  Passover,  that  we  may  eat.” 
— Luke  22:7-15;  see  also  Matt.  26:17-21.  After 
Jesus  and  the  apostles  had  eaten  of  the  Passover, 
He  administered  the  sacrament  to  them.  Luke  22: 
17-20.  This  is  also  recorded  in  Matt.  26:26-29. 
This  is  the  first  time  in  the  Bible,  as  it  is  found  to- 
day, where  it  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  the  Lord’s 
supper  was  kept  while  the  Passover  is  taught  here, 
and  in  several  places  in  the  Old  Testament.  Yet 
all  agree  that  the  sacrament  must  be  kept  up;  and 
nearly  all  agree  that  the  Passover  was  discontinu- 
ed, as  soon  as  the  Saviour’was  crucified.  Now  why 
should  this  be?  Why  should  men  drop  one  of 
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Jesus’  acts,  and  keep  up  the  other?  How  can  the 
honest  seeker  for  truth  tell  which  of  our  Saviour’s 
teachings  and  examples  are  to  be  kept  up  after  His 
death,  and  which  were  not?  You  may  ask  the  abl- 
est doctor  of  divinity  to  settle  this  question  for  you, 
and  he  will  tell  you  of  some  other  learned  doctors’ 
opinion,  and  conclude  by  telling  you  ‘‘everything 
‘was  done  away  with,’  only  what  his  own  church 
adheres  to.”  Then  go  to  another  doctor  of  divin- 
ity that  belongs  to  another  church,  and  he  will  re- 
tain some  of  what  the  first  doctor  rejected,  and  “do 
away  with”  everything,  only  what  his  church  en- 
dorses. Since  this  is  the  case,  what  will  an  honest 
man  do?  Is  there  no  way  to  settle  this  important 
question,  without  being  “tossed  to  and  fro  by 
every  wind  of  doctrine”?  Yes!  thank  the  Lord, 
there  is.  Every  law  that  Jesus  taught  and 
upheld  during  His  ministry,  was  kept  up  by 
His  true  followers  in  apostolic  days.  If  anything 
was  to  be  discontinued  He  taught  in  regard  to  it. 
The  laws  Jesus  taught  and  lived  by,  belonged  to 
the  laws  of  “the  everlasting  covenant.” 

We  will  now  let  the  Bible  speak  for  itself,  for  the 
truth  of  this  important  statement.  Jesus  always 
taught  in  harmony  with  the  scriptures  that  pre- 
ceded His  day.  When  He  found  men  teaching 
contrary  to  the  already  written  word  of  God,  he 
forbade  them.  No  less  than  eight  times  in  the 
23rd  chapter  of  Matthew,  he  pronounced  woes  upon 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  because  they  taught 
contrary  to  the  scriptures,  and  He  didn’t  wait  till 
He  died  to  do  so  either. 

One  of  the  last  things  the  resurrected  Saviour 
said  to  His  disciples  was,  “Go  ye  therefore,  and 
teach  all  nations,  * * * teaching  them  TO 

observe  ALL  THINGS  whatsoever  I HAVE 
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COMMANDED  YOU.” — Matt.  28:19-20.  Now 
when  did  He  “command”  the  disciples  what  to 
“teach”?  It  was  during  His  ministry  this  was 
done.  He  didn’t  wait  till  he  died  to  do  so.  So 
this  quotation  shows  plainly  that  all  of  Jesus’ 
“teachings”  were  to  be  kept  up. 

The  Saviour  taught  many  great  truths  during 
His  ministry,  and  finished  up  one  of  His  sermons 
by  saying,  “Whosoever  heareth  these  sayings  of 
mine,  and  doeth  them,  I will  liken  him  unto  a wise 
man, which  buildeth  his  house  upon  a rock.” — Matt. 
7:24.  These  words  show  that  all  of  the  Saviour’s 
teachings  were  to  be  kept  up,  and  a man  that  does, 
and  teaches  in  this  manner,  is  called  “a  wise  man.” 
But  when  we  take  a look  at  what  they  call  Christi- 
anity today,  it  looks  as  if  there  are  thousands  of 
“Foolish  men,  which  build  their  houses  upon 
sand,”  for  they  say,  “Christ  lived  by  the  old  law, 
and  when  He  died,  it  was  all  done  away  with.” 

Our  Saviour  promised  the  Holy  Ghost  to  His 
followers.  “But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy 
Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will  send  in  my  name, 
he  shall  teach  you  ALL  THINGS,  and  bring  all  things 
to  your  remembrance,  WHATSOEVER  I HAVE  SAID 
unto  you,”  John  14:  26.  You  will  notice,  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  it  was  before  He  was  cruci- 
fied, or  after;  His  followers  were  required  to  teach, 
“whatsoever  I have  said  unto  you,”  and  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  to  “bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance.” 
These  words  are  very  plain.  Yet  atonishing  as  it 
may  be,  men,  out  of  five  hundred  different  churches, 
each,  with  the  Bible  for  their  guide,  claiming  to 
be  guided  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  teach  that  “Christ 
lived  by  the  old  law,  and  when  he  died,  it  was  all 
changed,”  or  “done  away  with.”  When  men  con- 
tradict the  word  of  God  in  this  way,  is  it  any  won- 
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der  that  many  intelligent  men  reject  religion  and 
turn  to  infidelity? 

It  was  Jesus  that  spoke  these  words,  “He  that 
rejecteth  me,  and  receiveth  not  my  words,  hath 
one  that  judgeth  him:  THE  word  THAT  1 have 
spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him  in  the  last  day/' 
—John  12:48.  Jesus  always  taught  in  harmony  with 
the  scriptures  that  preceded  His  day,  and  here  we 
are  informed,  “the  word  that  I have  spoken,”  all 
of  it,  will  remain  in  force,  and  by  it  we  shall  be 
“judged  in  the  last  day.”  This  doesn’t  look  as  if 
“it  was  all  done  away  with  when  Christ  died.” 

Now,  dear  reader,  these  four  last  quotations  from 
the  New  Testament,  should  show  you  plainly,  that 
all  of  the  Saviour’s  teachings  were  to  be  kept  up. 
There  was  no  “doing  away  with”  any  part  of  them. 
Now  since  all  of  Jesus’  teachings  are  to  be  kept  up, 
are  you  not  able  to  see  the  truth  of  the  statement 
in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  the  law  of  Moses — 
“the  added  law”— ceased  when  Christ  began  His 
ministry;  when  He  “came?”  Why  can’t  you  see 
the  point?  If  the  law  of  Moses  was  in  force  dur- 
ing Christ’s  ministry,  as  commonly  believed,  He 
would  teach  it,  and  if  He  taught  it,  it  would  be 
still  in  force,  because  all  of  Jesus’  teachings  are  to 
be  kept  up,  as  just  shown. 

It  has  now  been  clearly  shown  that  all  the  teach- 
ings of  Jesus  Christ  are  to  be  kept  up;  that  is,  the 
laws  He  lived  by  during  His  ministry  so  there 
was  no  change  in  “the  everlasting  covenant”  when 
Christ  was  crucified.  But,  says  one,  they  offered 
sacrifices  before  Christ’s  ministry,  and  I thought 
they  were  discontinued  by  His  followers.  All 
sacrifices  in  connection  with  the  law  of  Moses,  the 
“added”  law,  were  discontinued  when  Jesus  began 
His  ministry.  But  there  were  sacrifices  offered 
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in  the  days  of  Adam.  If  any  of  them  were  to  be 
discontinued  when  Christ  was  crucified,  then  it 
was  taught  from  the  days  of  Adam  that  they  would 
cease  at  that  time,  so  it  would  really  be  no  change 
in  the  gospel.  This  point  will  be  made  clear  in 
due  time,  when  some  more  of  the  lost  scriptures 
are  restored. 

One  thing  is  true,  there  were  memorial  sacrifices 
kept  up  by  the  followers  of  Christ.  Jesus  gave  in- 
structions to  His  apostles  to  keep  the  feast  of  the 
Passover,  Matt.  26:1 7—23- — a memorial  sacrifice. 
And  the  last  thing  He  told  them,  recorded  by  this 
apostle,  Matt.  28:  19-20,  was  to  go  and  “teach  all 
nations,  * * to  observe  all  things  whatsoever 
1 have  commanded  you,”  and  we  have  good  reason 
to  believe,  that  the  apostles  carried  out  the  Saviour’s 
request,  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  all  the  rest. 

Now  read  Matt.  26:13-25,  I.  Tran.  This,  like  the 
common  Bible,  in  this  chapter,  gives  an  account  of 
Jesus  sending  His  disciples  to  prepare  the  Passover 
and  eating  it  with  them,  and  also  of  partaking  of 
the  sacrament  with  them.  Then  Jesus  said,  “And 
I give  unto  you  a commandment,  that  ye  shall 

OBSERVE  TO  DO  THE  THINGS  WHICH  YE  HAVE  SEEN 
me  do,  and  bear  record  of  me  even  unto  the 
end.” — Matt.  26:  25,  I.  Tran.  Here  is  positive 
proof  that  the  disciples  of  Christ  were  “command- 
ed” to  keep  up  the  feast  of  the  Passover,  just  as 
much  as  thy  were  “commanded”  to  keep  up  the 
sacrament.  Not  only  this,  but  it  includes  all  the 
teachings  of  Jesus— “ye  shall  observe  to  do  the 
things  which  ye  have  seen  me  do.” 

When  Jesus  kept  the  feast  of  the  Passover,  He 
did  so  in  the  house  of  a friend,  and  not  with  the 
multitudes  then  in  [erusaletn  for  the  same  purpose. 
In  a similar  manner,  “When  the  day  of  Pentecost 
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was  fully  come,  they,  [Christ’s  followers,]  were  all 
with  one  accord  in  one  place,1’— Acts  2:1.  No  doubt, 
when  this  is  fully  understood,  it  will  be  found 
that  they  gathered  there  to  keep  that  feast,  and 
while  there,  the  Holy  Ghost  came  upon  them. 

Here  is  further  evidence  that  the  feast  of  Pente- 
cost was  kept  up  after  Christ.  “For  Paul  had  deter- 
mined to  sail  by  Ephesus,  because  he  would  not 
spend  the  time  in  Asia:  for  he  hasted,  if  it  were 
possible  for  him,  to  be  at  Jerusalem  the  day  of 
Pentecost.  ” — Acts  20:16.  This  shows  that  Paul 
was  anxious  “to  be  at  Jerusalem  the  day  of  Pent- 
ecost,” but  does  not  tell  why.  But  a few  years  be- 
fore this,  he  bid  his  brethren  at  Ephesus  farewell, 
and  said,  “ I must  by  all  means  KEEP  THIS  FEAST 
that  cometh  in  Jerusalem/’— Acts  18:21.  Most  like- 
ly it  was  the  feast  of  Pentecost  that  Paul  said,  “I 
must  by  all  means  keep.’'  Now  if  you  don’t  be- 
lieve there  were  sacrifices  offered  in  connection 
with  this  feast,  just  read  Lev.  23:  15:21. 

Now  turn  to  Acts  21:15-27.  There  it  is  men- 
tioned that  St.  Paul  went  up  to  Jerusalem,  and 
talked  with  James  and  some  other  leading  men  of 
the  church.  It  was  falsely  reported  that  he  taught 
the  believing  Jews  “To  forsake  Moses,  saying  that 
they  ought  not  to  circumcise  their  children,  neither 
to  walk  after  the  customs.”  In  order  to  convince 
the  Jews  that  this  was  a false  report,  the  Apostle 
James  said  to  Paul,  “Do  therefore  this  that  we  say 
to  thee:  we  have  four  men  which  have  a vow  on 
them;  them  take,  and  purify,  thyself  with 
them,  and  be  at  charges  with  them,  that  they  may 
shave  their  heads:  * * * then  Paul  took  the 

men,  and  the  next  day  purifying  himself  with 
them,  entered  into  the  temple,  to  signify  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  days  of  purification,  until 
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that  AN  OFFERING  SHOULD  BE  OFFERED  FOR 
every  one  OF  Them.”  It  is  not  hard  to  see  by 
this  quotation,  that  the  “offering”  that  “should  be 
offered  for  every  one  of  them,”  was  the  offering  of 
a sacrifice,  because  St.  Paul  and  “the  four  men 
which  have  a vow  on  them,”  went  into  the  temple 
“to  accomplish  the  days  of  purification.”  The  law 
that  the  leaders  of  the  apostolic  church  command- 
ed to  be  kept  up  on  that  occasion,  resembles  the 
Nazarite  law  of  Num.  6th  chapter,  more  than  any 
other  law  now  found  in  the  Old  Testament. 

But  St.  Paul  and  the  “four  men”  just  referred  to 
were  not  the  only  persons  that  kept  up  this  law. 
It  is  evident  that  Priscilla  did  also,  for  he  “Shore 
his  head  in  Cenchrea,  for  he  had  a vow.” — Acts 
18:18.  With  all  this  evidence  from  the  New  Test- 
ament that  memorial  sacrifices  were  kept  up  by  the 
apostles,  it  is  .short  sighted  of  any  one  to  say  they 
were  not. 

Why,  there  are  some  men  so  fond  of  saying, 
“everything  was  done  away  with  when  Christ  died,” 
that  they  actually  teach  that  the  ten  command- 
ments were  “done  away  with”  at  that  time.  We 
will  let  the  Bible  speak  for  itself  on  this  point.  At 
one  time  a man  who  no  doubt  had  already  obeyed 
the  first  principles  of  the  gospel,  and  wished  to 
know  what  further  was  required  of  him,  came  and 
asked  Jesus,  “What  good  thing  shall  I do,  that  I 
may  have  eternal  life?”  Jesus  answered,  “If  thou 
wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  commandments. 
He  saith  unto  him,  which?  Jesus  saith,  Thou  shalt 
do  no  murder,  thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery,  thou 
shalt  not  steal/'  etc.,  repeating  the  commandments 
of  Ex.  20th  chapter.  See  Matt.  19:  16-20.  It  has 
just  been  shown  that  all  Jesus  taught  during  His 
ministry  is  still  in  force,  therefore  these  command- 
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merits  were  still  an  important  part  of  the  law 
of  God,  as  it  was  taught  in  apostolic  days.  Bear 
in  mind,  the  Saviour  said,  “keep  the  command* 
ments,”  “if  thou  wouldst  enter  into  life.” 

At  another  time  the  Saviour  taught  the  two  great 
laws;  our  duty  to  God,  and  to  our  fellowmen. 
Then  He  said,  “On  these  two  hang  all  the  law  and 
the  prophets.”— Matt.  22:  36-40*  It  does  not  re- 
quire a great  amount  of  skill  to  be  able  to  see  that 
the  ten  commandments  are  a subdivision  of  the 
two  great  laws  quoted  in  this  place,  by  the  Saviour, 
and  “the  law  and  the  prophets”  are  a subdivision 
of  the  ten,  divided,  and  subdivided,  to  meet  every 
emergency  of  our  duty  toward  God,  and  to  our  fel- 
lowmen.  If  the  ten  commandments  are  “done  away 
with,”  so  are  “the  law  and  the  prophets”— the  whole 
Bible. 

The  Apostle  Paul  was  well  aware  that  the  ten 
commandments  were  in  force  in  his  day,  for  he 
quoted  several  of  them  in  Rom.  13:8“!  1.  The 
Apostle  James  also  taught  them  in  his  epistle,  Jas. 
2:8-10. 

If  you  will  read  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  large 
edition,  Mosiah  7:83-93,  you  will  find  the  decalogue 
recorded  there,  word  for  word,  with  the  way  it  is 
recorded  in  Ex.  20th  chapter.  This  being  the  case, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  person  who  believes  in  the 
divine  origin  of  that  book,  will  be  numbered  among 
those  that  teach  that  the  ten  commandments  “were 
done  away  in  Christ.” 

Let  us  now,  in  a limited  manner,  take  a look  at  the 
teachings  of  the  apostles,  in  regard  to  the  subject 
before  us,  that  there  was  no  change  in  “the  everlast- 
ing  covenant,”  or  gospel  of  Christ,  after  the  Savi- 
our died.  We  are  informed  in  Acts  26:14  that  Paul 
said,  “I  confess  unto  thee,  that  after  the  way  which 
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they  call  heresy,  so  worship  I the  God  of  my  fath- 
ers, BELIEVING  ALL  THINGS  written  in  THE  LAW 
AND  THE  PROPHETS.”  Now  Paul  was  a bold  and 
fearless  man  in  preaching  what  he  believed.  There- 
fore he  taught  “all  things  written  in  the  law  and  the 
prophets.”  But  right  here  it  should  be  remembered 
that  in  other  places  he  makes  the  exception  of  the 
“added”  law 

The  Apostle  John  wrote  these  words:  “Whoso- 
ever transgresseth,  and  abideth  not  in  the  doctrine 
of  Christ,  hath  not  God."— 2 John,  verse  9,  There 
is  no  prophet  that  ever  lived  on  the  earth,  that  has 
as  good  a right  to  be  acknowledged  the  author  of 
“the  doctrine  of  Christ,”  as  Christ  himself.  So,  ac- 
cording to  this  quotation,  a man  must  be  led  in  his 
religious  belief  by  the  laws  Jesus  taught  and  obeyed, 
or,  as  the  Apostle  John  says,  “he  hath  not  God.” 
This  text  permits  of  no  doing  away  with  any  part  of 
Jesus’  teachings. 

After  the  Saviour  left  the  earth,  the  Apostle  Peter 
was  preaching  in  Jerusalem,  and  he  quoted  from 
Deut.  18:18.  The  same  words  are  also  recorded  in 
Acts  3:22:  “A  prophet  [Jesus  Christ]  shall  the 
Lord  your  God  raise  up  unto  you  of  your  brethren, 
like  unto  me,  Him  shall  ye  hear  in  ALL  THINGS 
WHATSOEVER  He  SHALL  SAY  UNTO  YOU.”  The 
next  verse  says:  “And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that 
every  soul  that  will  not  hear  that  prophet,  shall  be 
destroyed  from  among  the  people.”  These  verses 
show  conclusively  that  Peter  preached  that  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  must  be  kept  up,  and  desolation 
is  going  to  come  on  all,  in  the  end  of  this  world, 
that  teach  and  act  to  the  contrary  It  has  now  been 
clearly  shown  that  there  was  no  change  in  “the  ever- 
lasting covenant,”  or  gospel  of  Christ,  when  the 
Saviour  died,  so  we  will  begin  another  chapter. 
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Harmony  of  the  Dispensations,  or  Prophets 
of  God  Teach  Alike. 

In  the  second  chapter  of  this  work  it  was  shown 
that  the  gospel  of  Christ  was  given  in  full  particu- 
lars, in  the  days  of  Adam;  and  that  the  command- 
ments  of  God  were  written  down.  So  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  righteous  men  taught  the  gospel,  or  “the 
everlasting  covenant,”  to  their  children,  and  to 
others  also.  Noah  and  his  family  were  saved  from 
the  flood,  because  they  were  righteous  people.  The 
Lord  saw  fit,  to  cause  the  descendants  of  Noah  to 
be  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the  earth,  and  they 
brought  a knowledge  of  the  true  gospel  with  them 
wherever  they  went.  This  accounts  for  “Melchi- 
sedec,  king  of  Salem,”  a righteous  king  over  a 
good  people,  who  lived  in  the  land  that  was  after- 
wards called  the  land  of  Canaan;  while  Abraham 
was  brought  up  to  be  a man  of  God,  in  a distant 
land.  Terah,  the  father  of  Abraham,  became  a 
wicked  man  in  his  older  days,  see  Josh.  24:2,  but 
Abraham  still  continued  to  be  faithful.  It  was  be- 
cause he  was  righteous,  and  his  father  wicked,  that 
God  called  him  from  his  father’s  house,  “Unto  a 
land  that  I will  show  thee,”  and  made  him  the 
promise:  “In  thee  shall  all  families  of  the  earth  be 
blessed.” — Gen.  12:1-3.  Abraham  went  to  the 
land  the  Lord  directed  him  to,  and  there  he  met 
Melchisedec.  The  Lord  knew  that  the  descendants 
of  the  people  over  whom  Melchisedec  was  king, 
would,  in  the  course  of  time,  fall  away  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  gospel,  and  go  into  wickedness. 
This  is  the  reason  the  Lord  gave  this  same  land, 
the  land  of  Canaan,  to  the  descendant  of  Abraham. 

The  Lord  spoke  these  words  unto  him,  “I  will 
establish  my  covenant  between  me  and  thee,  and 
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THY  SEED  AFTER  THEE  IN  THEIR  GENERATIONS 
FOR  AN  EVERLASTING  COVENANT,  to  be  a God  un- 
to thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee.  And  I will 
give  unto  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee,  the 
land  of  Canaan,  for  an  everlasting  possession;  and 
I will  be  their  God.” — Gen.  17:  7-8.  This  shows 
that  God  made  ua  covenant”  with  Abraham,  and 
that  He  wanted  it  to  be  renewed  from  time  to  time 
uin  his  seed  after  him,  in  their  generations.”  But 
the  descendants  of  the  noted  patriarch,  were  not 
always  willing  to  “covenant” — agree  to  keep  the 
commandments  of  God.  For  this  reason,  it  was 
not  renewed,  “in  their  generations,”  near  as  often 
as  it  should  have  been. 

Abraham  was  still  faithful,  and  God  said  to  him, 
by  an  angel,  “I  will  multiply  thy  seed  as  the  stais 
of  heaven,  and  as  the  sand  upon  the  sea  shore,  * * 
and  in  thy  seed  shall  all  nations  of  the  earth  be 
blessed” — blessed  by  the  gospel  he  obeyed,  Gen. 
22:  17:18. 

This  promise  was  renewed  to  Isaac,  for  the  Lord 
said  to  him,  “vSojourn  in  this  land,  and  I will  be 
with  thee, for  unto  thee  and  unto  thy  seed  I will  give 
all  these  countries,  and  I will  perform  the  oath 
which  I sware  unto  Abraham,  thy  father,  and  I 
will  make  thy  seed  to  multiply  as  the  stars  of  heav- 
en.” The  reason  God  made  this  promise  was  “Be- 
cause that  Abraham  obeyed  my  voice,  and  kept 
my  charge,  my  commandments,  my  statutes,  and 
my  laws.” — Gen.  26:3-5.  This  shows  that  both  Ab- 
raham, and  Isaac  were  very  righteous  men,  but 
full  particulars  of  this  “covenant”  are  not  given 
here. 

Now  read  Psalms  105:  8-13,  and  you  will  get 
some  more  light  on  the  covenant  that  was  made 
with  the  great  ancestor  of  the  Israelites.  “He, 
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[God]  hath  remembered  his  covenant  forever,  the 
word,  [or  laws  of  God]  which  HE  COMMAND- 
ED TO  A THOUSAND  GENERATIONS, 

WHICH  COVENANT  HE  MADE  WITH  ABRAHAM,  and 
His  oath  unto  Isaac;  and  confirmed  the  same  unto 
Jacob  for  a law,  and  to  Israel,  [in  the  days  of  Moses] 
for  an  everlasting  covenant,  saying,  unto  thee  will 
I give  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inherit- 
ance, when  they  were  but  a few  men  in  number; 
yea,  very  few.”  From  these  words  it  can  be  seen 
that  “the  word”  of  God,  or  gospel  of  Christ,  that 
all  righteous  men  from  the  beginningof  the  world 
lived  by,  was  from  the  time  of  Abraham,  “com- 
manded to  a thousand  generations.”  We  also 
learn  by  this  quotation,  that  “the  covenant”  God 
made  with  Abraham,  was  renewed  to  Isaac,  and 
also  to  Jacob,  and  “to  Israel,”  in  the  days  of  Moses, 
and  it  was  called  “an  everlasting  covenant,”  and 
“the  land  of  Canaan”  was  given  to  Israel  for  the 
same  length  of  time.  But  we  find  that  the  Israel- 
ites were  not  always  permitted  to  live  in  that  land. 
This  shows  that  full  particulars  of  this  covenant 
are  not  given  in  all  that  is  quoted  so  far. 

First  Chron.  16:15,  reads  almost  word  for  word 
with  the  105th  Psalm,  so  this  is  additional  evidence 
that  the  covenant  God  made  with  Abraham,  the 
gospel  laws  he  lived  by,  and  the  inheritance,  were 
all  to  last  “for  a thousand  generations.”  Now, 
Matt.  1:17  tells  us  that  there  were  forty-two  gener- 
ations “from  Abraham  to  Christ,”  a period  of  about 
2000  years.  So  from  that  time  until  now,  there 
would  not  be  any  more  than  enough  to  make  up 
about  a hundred  generations.  From  this  it  can  be 
seen  that  the  laws  Abraham  “obeyed”  will  be  in 
force  until  the  end  of  this  world,  and  the  next;  yes, 
and  after  that. 
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We  are  told  in  Lev.  26:40-45,  that  if  the  Israel- 
ites would  confess  their  iniquity  unto  the  Lord, 
and  repent  of  their  sins,  “Then  I will  remember 
my  covenant  with  Jacob,  and  also  my  covenant 
with  Isaac:  and  also  my  covenant  with  Abraham 
will  I remember:  and  I will  remember  the, land. ” 
This  shows  that  if  the  people  would  repent  of  their 
sins,  “then  God  will  remember  His  covenant”  with 
their  ancestors. 

Now  read  Deut.  4:25-31,  and  particularly  the  two 
last  verses.  “When  thou  art  in  tribulation,  and 
all  these  things  are  come  upon  thee,  [the  curses  for 
breaking  God’s  law],  even  in  the  latter  days,  and 
shalt  be  obedient  to  His  voice;  for  the  Lord  thy 
God  is  a merciful  God;  He  will  not  forsake  thee, 
neither  destroy  thee,  nor  forget  the  covenant  of  thy 
fathers  which  He  sware  unto  them.’’  Ah!  here  is 
the  key  by  which  to  understand  the  conditions  of 
this  important  covenant.  It  is  this:  “When  thou 
art  in  tribulation,”  the  Israelites,  and  the  curses 
come  upon  them  for  breaking  the  laws  of  “the 
everlasting  covenant,”  and  they  repent,  at  any 
tinie,  “even  in  the  latter  days,  and  shalt  be  obedi- 
ent to  His  voice,”  then  “the  Lord  will  not  forget 
the  covenant  of  thy  fathers  which  Fie  sware  unto 
them.”  Then  what  will  the  Lord  do  for  them? 
Restore  them  to  “the  lot  of  their  inheritance” — 
the  land  of  Canaan. 

By  observing  closely  all  the  quotations  in  con- 
nection with  this  covenant,  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
original  covenant  was  in  substance  as  follows:  God 
gave  the  land  of  Canaan  unto  Abraham  because  he 
obeyed  the  laws  He  gave  him.  His  descendants 
after  him  were  given  the  same  inheritance,  on  con- 
ditions that  they  would  obey  the  same  laws.  But 
if  they  would  not,  they  would  be  oppressed  by  the 
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neighboring  nations,  carried  into  captivity,  or  scat- 
tered among  all  nations.  When  in  this  tribula- 
tion, if  they  would  then  repent,  and  obey  the  law 
God  gave  for  their  salvation,  He  would,  at  any  time, 
“remember  His  covenant, ” and  restore  them  to  uthe 
lot  of  their  inheritance/’  This  agreement  is  to  be 
renewed  from  time  to  time,  “in  thy  seed,  in  their 
generations.”  The  laws  and  conditions  of  this  cov- 
enant were  “commanded  to  a thousand  genera- 
tions/4 

Idle  original  covenant  made  with  Abraham  was 
written  in  the  pre-Mosaic  scriptures,  and  the  people 
were  familiar  with  its  conditions.  This  is  why 
Moses  did  not  re-write  it,  but  referred  to  it. — Deut. 
7:8-9.  These  scriptures  have  been  lost  to  us,  but 
the  time  is  coming  when  they  will  be  restored  to 
the  church  ot  Christ. 

It  has  now  been  shown  that  the  land  of  Canaan 
was  given  to  Abraham  for  an  everlasting  possession, 
because  he  obeyed  the  laws  of  God,  and  that  his 
descendants  after  him  were  given  the  same  inherit- 
ance, on  condition  that  they  would  obey  the  same 
laws,  and  that  the  laws  of  God  were  “commanded 
to  a thousand  generations.  ” After  the  Israelites 
were  in  Egypt  a long  time,  they  got  careless  about 
keeping  the  laws  of  God  their  progenitors  had  been 
so  faithful  in  observing.  This  is  part  of  the  reason 
why  they  got  into  bondage  in  Egypt.  “And  the 
children  of  Israel  sighed  by  reason  of  the  bondage, 
and  they  cried,  and  their  cry  came  up  unto  God  by 
reason  of  the  bondage/’ — Ex.  2:2-3.  This  shows 
they  repented  ot  their  sins  and  “cried”  unto  God  for 
deliverance.  Now  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  cov- 
enant God  made  with  Abraham  concerning  his  seed 
was  this:  at  any  time,  “When  thou  art  in  tribula- 
tion, and  all  these  things  are  come  upon  thee  [the 
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curses  for  breaking  the  laws  of  God]  * * * if 

thou  turn  to  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  shalt  be  obedi- 
ent to  His  voice,  * * * He  will  not  forsake 

thee, nor  destroy  thee,  nor  forget  THE  COVENANT  OF 
THY  FATHERS  which  he  swore  unto  them.” — Deut, 
4:30.  Well  in  this  case  they  “repented, ”and  “turn- 
ed to  the  Lord  their  God.”  Did  the  Lord  do  as  He 
agreed,  and  remember  “the  covenant  of  their  fath- 
ers”? Yes.  “And  God  heard  their  groanings,  and 
God  remembered  his  covenant  with  Abraham,  with 
Isaac,  and  with  Jacob.” — Ex.  2.24  Then  what  did 
He  do?  He  delivered  them  out  of  bondage  by  the 
hand  of  Moses.  So,  after  all,  the  deliverance  of  the 
Israelites  out  of  Egypt,  was  only  carrying  out  the 
conditions  of  the  covenant  God  made  with  Abraham 
about  five  hundred  years  before  this. 

When  Moses  arrived  with  the  people  at  Sinai,  he 
went  up  the  mount  to  talk  with  God.  The  I ord 
said  to  him,  “Now,  therefore,  if  ye  will  obey  my 
voice  indeed,  and  KEEP  MY  COVENANT;”  the  Lord 
told  Moses,  He  would  make  of  them  a great  people. 
Moses  came  down  and  told  the  people  what  He  said , 
“And  all  the  people  answered  together  and  said,  all 
that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  we  will  do,” — Ex.  19:3- 
8.  You  see  the  Lord  reminded  them  about  “keep- 
ing my  covenant”  that  was  made  long  before  this. 
The  people  agreed  to  do  this,  then  a bargain  was 
made.  When  the  people  did  this,  it  was  only  car- 
rying out  the  conditions  of  the“covenant”  made  with 
Abraham:  “And  I will  establish  my  covenant  be- 
tween Me  and  THEE  and  thy  seed  after  thee 
IN  THEIR  GENERATIONS  for  AN  EVERLASTING  COV- 
ENANT.”— Gen  17:7. 

Evidently  at  another  time,  shortly  after  this, 
Moses  and  others  with  him,  went  up  mount  Sinai. 
He  came  down  and  told  the  people  what  the  Lord 
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required  of  them.  They  answered  and  said,  “All 
the  words  which  the  Lord  hath  said  will  we  do,” 
— Ex.  24:  1 7.  This  was  the  second  time  the  Is- 
raelites agreed  to  keep  the  laws  of  uthe  everlasting 
covenant.”  The  Lord,  by  the  hand  of  Moses,  ex- 
plained to  the  people  the  laws  of  uthe  everlasting 
covenant,”  together  with  the  law  to  keep  the  feast 
of  the  Passover.  To  keep  this  feast  was  the  only 
law  of  much  importance  that  was  not  given  before 
this.  And  because  the  Israelites  were  very  rebel- 
lious, the  ‘Taw  of  carnal  commandments,”  or 
“the  law  of  Moses,”  was  afterwards  “added”  to 
the  original  code  of  laws,  to  last  until  Christ 
came. 

If  you  will  turn  to  Deut.  7:8,9,  you  will  see  that 
Moses  was  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  gospel 
code  of  laws — “the  everlasting  covenant” — -“was 
commanded  to  a thousand  generations,”  from  the 
time  of  Abraham.  So  Moses,  a prophet  of  God, 
taught  the  gospel  laws  that  preceded  his  day. 

Moses  knew  well  that  the  Israelites  would  not 
long  obey  the  commandments  given  them.  He 
knew  that  they  would  be  in  bondage  and  captivity 
many  times,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  world’s 
history  they  would  be  scattered  among  all  nations. 
So  he  prophesied,  “Even  in  the  latter  days,  it  thou 
turn  to  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  shalt  be  obedient 
to  His  voice,  * * He  will  not  forsake  thee,  * nor 
forget  the  covenant  of  thy  fathets.”— Deut.  4:30-31. 
Here  we  are  informed,  “even  in  the  latter  days, 
if  thou  turn  to  the  Lord  thy  God,”  He  will  build 
them  up  according  to  the  conditions  of  “the  coven- 
ant,” which  was  made  in  days  of  old. 

The  blessings  that  would  follow  the  Israelites  if 
they  kept  the  commandments  of  God,  and  the 
curses  that  would  follow  them  if  they  did  not  keep 
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them,  are  recorded  in  Deut.  28  ch.  and  Lev.  26  ch. 
Now  turn  to  Deut.  30  ch.  “And  it  shall  come  to 
pass,  when  all  these  things  are  come  to  pass,  the 
blessing  and  the  curse,  * * and  thou  shalt  return 
unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  shalt  obey  His  voice 
according  to  all  that  I command  thee  this 
day,  * * then  the  Lord  thy  God  will  turn  thy 

captivity,  and  have  compassion  upon  thee,  and  will 
return  and  gather  thee  from  all  the  nations  whither 
the  Lord  thy  God  hath  scattered  thee.” — Verses  1- 
3.  Now  if  you  are  acquainted  with  the  past  his- 
tory of  the  Israelites,  you  are  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  blessings  and  cursings  that  have  come  upon 
them,  has  been  literally  fulfilled.  Now  when 
Moses,  who  lived  more  than  3,000  years  ago,  fore- 
told the  future  history  of  the  Israelites,  so  accurate- 
ly, and  you  know  it  has  been  fulfilled,  and  you 
know  there  are  Israelites,  and  that  they  are  scatter- 
ed among  all  nations,  just  as  that  great  man  of  God 
said  they  would  be,  now  can  you  not  believe  him 
when  he  said,  when  they  got  willing  to  “obey  the 
voice  of  God  according  to  all  that  I [Moses]  com- 
manded thee  this  day,”  then  the  Lord  will  “gather 
them  from  all  nations  whither  the  Lord  thy  God 
hath  scattered  thee’’?  Certainly  you  can  believe 
this.  So  the  Israelites  in  the  latter  days  are  to  be 
gathered  to  their  own  land,  and  built  up  in  right- 
eousness, “as  at  the  first,”  Jer,  33:  7,  when  they  are 
willing  to  obey  what  God  commanded  them  by  His 
servant  Moses. 

Now,  dear  reader,  there  is  but  one  gospel  for  the 
salvation  of  Jews,  as  well  as  Gentiles.  By  it  we  are 
to  be  all  “Grafted  into  the  tame  olive  tree.”  See 
Rom.  nth  chap.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  Israel- 
ites are  to  be  gathered  from  all  nations,  and  be- 
come a great  people  in  their  own  land,  when  they 
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repent  and  “obey  all  I [Moses]  command  thee  this 
day,”  for  the  good  reason,  he  taught  the  laws  of  “the 
everlasting  covenant,”  which  “were  commanded  to 
a thousand  generations.” 

It  is  known  to  many,  that  it  will  not  be  long  un- 
til the  scattered  Hebrews  will  again  be  built  up  in 
righteousness,  in  their  own  land.  Nearly  all  the 
prophets  of  the  Bible  have  predicted  this.  When 
they  are  brought  do  a true  understanding  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  or  laws  of  God,  they  will  coven- 
ant to  keep  them,  as  they  did  in  the  days  of  Moses. 
It  was  this  event  Ezekiel  had  in  view,  when  he 
prophesied  the  remarkable  event  found  in  Ez.  20: 
33*38.  A part  of  this  quotation  is  this:  “And  I 
will  bring  you  into  the  wilderness  of  the  people 
and  there  will  I plead  with  you  FACE  TO  FACE. 
Like  as  I pleaded  with  your  fathers  in  the  wil- 
derness of  the  land  of  Egypt,  so  will  I plead 
with  you,  saith  the  Lord  God.  And  I will  cause 
you  to  pass  under  the  rod,  and  I WILE  bring 
YOU  INTO  THE  BOND  OF  THE  COVENANT.” 
This  prophecy  is  yet  unfulfilled.  When  it 
takes  place,  God  will  plead  with  the  people,  “face 
to  face,  like  as  I pleaded  with  your  fathers  in 
the  wilderness  of  the  land  of  Egypt,”  or  in  the 
days  of  Moses.  According  to  this  prophecy,  the 
Lord  will  yet  display  His  power  in  as  marked  a de- 
gree, as  in  days  of  old.  When  this  is  being  done, 
the  people  will  be  brought  “into  the  bond  of  THE 
covenant.”  What  “covenant”  are  the  Israelites 
to  be  brought  into?  “The  covenant.”  Then  this 
is  a definite  “covenant,”  one  that  existed  before; 
that  is,  the  conditions  of  it.  It  is  nothing  more  or 
less,  than  the  covenant  that  concerned  Abraham 
and  his  descendants,  which  is  to  be  in  force  “for 
a thousand  generations.”  This  shows  that  Ezek- 
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iel  endorsed  the  teachings  of  Moses,  in  regard  to 
how  the  Israelites  will  become  righteous  in  the 
latter  days. 

Moses  well  knew  that  in  the  latter  days  the  peo- 
ple would  be  “brought  into  the  bond  of  the  coven- 
ant,” for  he  said,  “Even  in  the  latter  days,  if  thou 
turn  to  the  Lord  thy  God,  * * He  will  not  forget 
THE  COVENANT  OF  THY  FATHERS.” — Deut.  4:30. 

Now  from  the  fact  that  the  Israelites,  in  the  lat- 
ter days,  are  to  be  “brought  into  the  bond  of  the 
covenant,”  the  conditions  of  which  existed  so  long 
ago,  and  are  going  to  obey  “all  1 [Moses]  command 
thee  this  day,”  shows  that  the  Mosaic  dispensa- 
tion, and  the  latter  day  dispensation,  when  it  is 
all  RESTORED,  are  the  same.  The  latter  day  gos- 
pel is  also  the  same  as  the  apostolic,  in  fulfillment 
of  the  words  of  Jesus.  “This  gospel  of  the  king- 
dom shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a wit- 
ness unto  all  nations,  and  then  shall  the  end  come.” 
— Matt.  24:14.  The  apostlic  gospel  is  the  same 
as  was  taught  in  “the  beginning;”  this  has  already 
been  shown  in  a limited  manner.  Therefore  the 
gospel  in  “the  beginning,”  the  Mosaic,  the  apos- 
tolic, and  the  latter  day  dispensation,  are  all  in  har- 
mony with  each  other,  and  are  the  same.  So  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  prophets  of  God  teach  alike,  be- 
cause God  gives  them  the  same  laws  to  teach. 

It  has  now  been  shown,  from  the  Bible,  that 
God’s  law  for  the  salvation  of  men  is  the  same  all 
through  the  world’s  history.  We  will  now,  in  a 
limited  manner,  show  you  that  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon teaches  the  same  thing.  There  is  a beautiful 
illustration  of  the  house  of  Israel  given  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  book  of  Jacob,  3rd  chap.  The  house  of 
Israel  is  here  compared  to  ‘ a tame  olive  tree.” 
Jacob  is  here  quoting  from  the  prophet  Zenos,  who 
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lived  previous  to  the  Babylonish  captivity.  This 
chapter  is  highly  interesting  and  profitable  reading 
to  every  lover  of  truth.  One  thing  to  be  learned 
from  it  is,  they  were  well  skilled  in  the  art  of  graft- 
ing fruit  trees,  in  ancient  days.  And  as  there  was 
little  or  no  lost  scripture  in  Paul’s  day,  it  is  likely 
he  had  access  to  the  book  of  Zenos,  and  from  that 
got  to  know  of  uthe  tame  olive  tree,”  and  “the 
wild  olive  tree,”  which  he  speaks  of  in  Rom.,  nth 
chap. 

This  chapter,  in  the  book  of  Jacob,  is  too  long 
to  be  given  in  full.  The  following  are  the  words 
of  it  in  substance:  The  Lord  of  a vineyard  planted 
“A  tame  olive  tree  in  his  vineyard.  It  grew,  waxed 
old,  and  began  to  decay.”  “The  Lord  of  the  vine- 
yard, and  his  servant,”  dug  about  it,  and  it  put 
forth  u Young  and  tender  branches”  but  the  top  of 
the  tree  continued  to  die.  Then  they  took  “the 
branches  of  the  wild  olive  tree,  and  grafted  them 
in,”  and  threw  away  the  dead  branches  of  the  orig- 
inal tree.  The  Lord  of  the  vineyard  also  took  “the 
young  and  tender  branches”  of  “the  tame  olive 
tree,”  and  hid  them  in  “the  nethermost  parts  of  the 
vineyard,  some  in  one,  and  some  in  another  place.” 
The  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  and  his  servant,  “work- 
ed diligently”  to  take  good  care  of  “the  tame  olive 
tree,”  and  all  its  “branches,”  and  after  a while  they 
went  to  look  at  “the  fruit.”  They  found  good  fruit 
on  “the  mother  tree,’’  and  on  all  “the  branches,” 
that  were  “hid  in  the  nethermost  parts  of  the  vine- 
yard,” except  one.  A part  of  the  fruit  of  one 
branch’’  was  corrupt.  After  a long  time,  “the  Lord 
of  the  vineyard,  and  his  servant”  went  again  to 
look  at  the  trees.  They  found  them  all  “bearing 
bad  fruit.”  Then  “the  Lord  of  the  vineyard  said 
to  his  servant,”  we  will  graft  in  “the  branches” 
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again,  into  uthe  mother  tree,’’  and  “they  shall  be 
one.”  “The  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  and  his  servant,” 
labored  diligently,  and  felt  to  rejoice,  because  they 
got  “Good  fruit,  even  like  as  it  was  in  the  be- 
ginning, * * and  tny  vineyard  will  I cause  to 

be  burned  with  fire.” 

Now  for  the  explanation.  “The  vineyard”  is  the 
world,  and  “the  tame  olive  tree”  represents  the 
house  of  Israel,  while  “the  wild  olive  tree”  means 
the  Gentiles.  “The  young  and  tender  branches” 
taken  from  “the  mother  tree”  means  that  portions 
of  the  house  of  Israel  were  planted  in  other  places, 
besides  the  land  of  Canaan.  We  are  told  they  were 
hid  in  “The  nethermost  parts  of  the  vineyard,  some 
in  one,  and  some  in  another  place.”  Now  “the  wild 
olive  tree”  was  grafted  into  “the  tame  olive  tree.” 
This  means  that  the  righteous  Gentiles  were  joined 
by  the  gospel,  with  righteous  Israelites,  in  apostol- 
ic days.  See  Rom.  nth  chap.  We  are  told  in 
this  illustration  that  “the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  and 
his  servant,”  grafted  in  “the  young  and  tender 
branches,”  into  “the  mother  tree,”  and  “thus  will 
I bring  them  together  again,  * * and  they  shall 

be  one.”  This  means  that  the  scattered  Israelites, 
and  their  descendants,  wherever  found,  are  to  be 
grafted  into  “the  mother  tree,”  and  “pruned”  by  the 
same  gospel,  and  “they  shall  be  one,”  before  “the 
vineyard  is  to  be  burned  with  fire” — the  end  of  the 
world. 

You  will  notice  all  through  this  illustration,  that 
it  was  “the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  and  his  servant,” 
that  did  all  the  “pruning.”  This  means  that  it 
is  the  same  CODE  OF  laws,  the  same  gospel,  by 
which  the  Israelites  are  to  become  righteous,  all 
through  the  world’s  history.  “The  Lord  of  the 
vineyard,”  after  pruning  the  trees  for  the  last  time, 
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rejoiced  because  he  got  good  fruit,  righteous  men, 
like  “as  IT  was  in  THE  beginning.”  We  have 
now  found  that  the  Book  of  Mormon,  like  the 
Bible,  teaches  that  God’s  laws  for  the  salvation  of 
men,  are  the  same  all  through  the  world’s  history. 
This  is  a truth  in  favor  of  the  divine  origin  of  that 
book,  that  can  never  be  erased. 

Now,  it  will  be  well  to  remark,  that  the  Bible  is 
the  foundation  scripture— the  scripture  produced 
where  “the  mother  tree”  grew:  while  the  Book  of 
Mormon  is  the  “branch”  scripture— the  scripture 
produced  by  one  of  “the  young  and  tender  branch- 
es,” that  was  hid  in  “the  nethermost  part  of  the 
vineyard.”  Now,  as  all  “the  branches”  are  to  be 
“grafted”  into  “the  mother  tree,”  so  are  the 
“branch”  scriptures — -the  Book  of  Mormon,  and 
other  scriptures  that  are  yet  to  come,  are  to  be 
“grafted”  into  “the  mother”  scripture— the  Bible, 
Now  don’t  forget  this. 

Let  11s  now  take  a look  at  the  teachings  of  the 
great  modern  prophet,  and  you  will  find  that  they 
agree  with  what  has  already  been  shown.  The 
founder  of  “The  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of 
times, ”(Eph.  1:9-10)  wrote  these  words:  “And  for 
this  cause,  that  men  might  be  made  partakers  of  the 
glories  which  were  to  be  revealed,  the  Lord  sent 
forth  the  fulness  of  His  gospel,  His  EVERLASTING 
covenant,”  D.  & C.  Sec.  108:1 1.  Now  read  D. 
& C.  49:  2,  and  you  will  find  what  “the  everlast- 
ing covenant”  is.  “Wherefore  I say  unto  you  that 
I have  sent  unto  you  mine  EVERLASTING  COV- 
ENANT, even  that  which  WAS  FROM  THE  be- 
ginning.” This  is  plain,  “the  everlasting  cov- 
enant,” is  the  same  gospel  that  “was  from  the 
beginning.”  So  the  gospel  that  the  Lord  by 
the  prophet  Joseph,  has  introduced,  is  a reprobuc- 
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Tion  of  the  same  gospel  that  was  had  in  “the  be- 
ginning” of  the  world.  And  every  L.  D.  Saint 
knows  that  it  is  the  same  as  the  apostolic. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  Lord,  by  His  prophet, 
taught  the  laws  of  “the  everlasting  covenant,”  for 
long  ago  they  had  been  “commanded  to  a thous- 
and generations,”  as  already  shown.  Although 
men  had  forgotten  this,  the  Lord  had  not. 

So  the  prophet  Joseph  has  introduced  the  gospel 
of  Christ,  and  we  know  that  it  is  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  and  that  only  few  are  willing  to  obey  it. 
Now  read  Isa.  24:1-6,  and  see  the  desolation  pre- 
dicted by  him.  The  reason  this  calamity  is  com- 
ing, is  because  “The  earth  also  is  defiled  under  the 
inhabitants  thereof:  because  they  have  transgress- 
ed the  laws,  changed  the  ordinance,  broken  the  EV- 
ERLASTING COVENANT.”  So  Isaiah  knew  that  “the 
everlasting  covenant”  would  be  in  the  earth,  in  the 
latter  days,  and  but  “few  men”  would  obey  it,  and 
Joseph,  the  prophet,  tells  us  that  God,  by  him,  has 
given  it.  How  nicely  the  words  of  prophets  of  God 
agree! 

In  further  proof  that  this  dispensation  agrees  in 
doctrine  with  all  the  former  ones,  read  D.  & C.  42: 
16.  “Thou  shalt  take  the  things  which  thou  hast 
received,  which  have  been  given  unto  thee  in  my 
scripture,  for  a law,  to  be  my  law,  to  govern  my 
church.”  This  shows  that  Joseph  taught  in  har- 
mony with  the  prophets  throughout  Bible  times. 
If  he  had  not  done  so,  he  would  be  a false  prophet. 

Now  read  some  more  of  his  teachings.  uFor  it 
is  necessary  in  the  ushering  in  of  this  dispensation 
of  the  fulness  of  times;  which  dispensation  is  now 
beginning  TO  USHER  in,  that  a whole,  and  com- 
plete, and  perfect  union,  and  welding  together 
of  DISPENSATIONS,  and  keys,  and  powers,  and  glor- 
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ies  should  take  place,  and  be  revealed  from  the 
days  of  Adam  even  unto  the  present  time.” 
— D.  C.  1 10:  18.  It  is  well  known  that  you  cannot 
“weld”  iron  with  wood,  or  wood  with  stone.  But 
two  pieces  of  iron  will  weld  together,  because  they 
are  the  same  kind  of  material.  It  is  evident  that 
the  modern  prophet  had  this  fact  in  his  mind,  when 
he  spoke  of  the  welding  of  the  dispensations.  He 
said  plainly,  “IT  IS  NECESSARY  in  this  dispensation 
* * * that  a whole,  and  complete,  and  perfect 

union,  and  WELDING  TOGETHER  OF  DISPENS- 
ATIONS, # * should  take  place,  and  BE  RE.~ 

VEALED,  from  the  days  of  Adam.”  Now  that 
all  the  dispensations,  “from  the  days  of  Adam,” 
are  to  be  “welded”  into  one,  it  shows  plain  enough 
that  this  dispensation  is  to  agree  in  doctrine,  with 
all  the  former  ones.  Right  here  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  all  parts  of  this  latter  day  gospel 
were  not  restored  when  the  prophet  Joseph  died. 
He  said  it  was  just  “beginning  to  usher  in,”  and 
that  much  of  it  was  yet  “to  be  revealed  from  the 
days  of  Adam,  unto  the  present  time.’’ 

Further  proof  is  unnecessary  to  show  that  this 
dispensation  is  to  harmonize  with  all  the  former 
ones.  So  prophets  of  God  teach  alike,  because  God 
gives  them  the  same  laws  to  teach  in  each  dispens- 
ation. So  according  to  the  laws  of  God,  a man 
who  is  a worthy  member  of  the  church  in  one 
dispensation  would  be  a worthy  member  of  the 
church  in  any  of  the  dispensations.  How  can  it 
be  otherwise?  There  is  but  one  code  of  laws,  that 
righteous  men  live  by  who  are  now  in  heaven,  and 
but  one  code  of  laws,  and  one  true  gospel,  to  guide 
us  here,  to  that  happy  place.  So  none  of  us  will 
get  there,  without  living  in  righteousness,  and  in 
harmony  with  those  that  are  there  ahead  of  us. 
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Not  only  do  the  different  dispensations  of  the 
gospel,  from  the  days  of  Adatn,  unto  the  present 
time,  harmonize  in  their  laws,  but  they  had  the 
same  priesfhood  in  those  different  times.  The 
time  is  coming  when  this  will  be  more  plain  than 
at  present.  D.  & C.  sec.  104:  2 tells  us,  uBut  there 
are  two  divisions,  or  grand  heads— one  is  the  Mel- 
chisedek  priesthood,  and  the  other  is  the  Aaronic,  or 
Levitical  priesthood, ” with  the  officers  belonging  to 
each.  Read  the  whole  section,  for  it  gives  much 
information  on  the  subject.  This  section  tells  us 
that  there  is  in  the  church  a first  presidency,  a 
quorum  of  apostles,  seventies,  elders,  and  so  on. 

Christ  sent  out  a quorum  of  seventies,  but  only 
once,  or  twice,  is  there  mention  of  seventies  in  all 
the  old  Testament.  But  they  had  that  office  in  all 
those  ancient  times.  The  office  of  apostle  is  not 
even  mentioned  in  the  first  half  of  the  Bible;  but 
they  had  men  holding  that  office  in  those  times. 
Read  Acts  15:4,  “And  when  they,  (Paul  and  Barn- 
abas,) were  come  to  Jerusalem,  they  were  received 
of  THE  CHURCH.  ” Now  read  Acts  7:38:  “This  is 
he  that  was  in  THE  CHURCH  in  the  wilderness,”  speak- 
ing of  the  days  of  Moses,  Now  if  “the  church”  in 
the  first  quotation,  reminds  you  that  it  was  com- 
posed of  common  members,  priests,  elders,  seven- 
ties, apostles,  and  a first  presidency,  and  you  know 
it  consisted  of  alPthese,  then  why  should  it  not  re- 
mind you  of  the  same  officers  in  the  latter  quota- 
tion. The  same  words,  “the  church,”  are  used  by 
the  same  writer,  St.  Luke,  in  the  same  book,  in 
each  case. 

But  the  Inspired  Translation  throws  some  light 
on  this  point.  “Now  THIS  SAME  PRIESTHOOD  which 
was  in  the  beginning,  shall  be  in  the  end  of  the 
world  also.  Now  this  prophecy  Adam  spake,  as  he 
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was  moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost  Gen.  6:7,8. 
Well,  what  priesthood  is  there  in  the  church  now? 
The  same  as  in  apostolic  days;  the  Melchisedek, 
and  the  Aaronic,with  the  officers  belonging  to  each; 
that  is,  there  is  a first  presidency,  a quorum  of  apos- 
tles, evangelists,  seventies,  elders,  priests  and  dea- 
cons. Now  if  you  believe  the  Insp,  Trans,  of  the 
Bible,  then  you  must  believe  they  had  all  these 
officers  in  the  church,  in  the  days  of  Adam.  Now 
from  the  fact  that  the  priesthood  of  the  true  church, 
in  the  latter  days,  is  the  same  as  in  the  days  of 
Adam,  is  it  not  easy  to  see  that  they  would  teach 
the  same  laws?  We  have  now  found,  in  a limited 
manner,  that  the  Bible,  Book  of  Mormon,  and  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants,  all  teach  that  God’s  laws  tor  the 
salvation  of  men,  are  the  same  throughout  the 
world’s  history.  It  has  already  been  noticed,  that 
all  parts  of  this  latter  day  dispensation,  have  not 
yet  been  revealed.  But  TRUE  PROPHETS  of  God, 
and  TRUE  MINISTERS  of  God,  teach  in  harmony 
WITH  WHAT  God  HAS  ALREADY  REVEALED,  AND 
WILL  YET  REVEAL,  So  there  is  no  need  of  anyone 
being  led  astray,  by  any  one,  who  “Teaches  for  doc- 
trines the  commandments  of  men.” 

The  Restitution. 

After  apostolic  days,  apostacy  set  in  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  and  in  the  course  of  time,  the  church 
“Went  into  the  wilderness.”  This  is  a subject  al- 
ready well  understood  by  all  Hatter  Day  Saints,  so 
it  is  not  necessary  to  quote  Bible  proof  here.  The 
reformation  of  400  years  ago  did  a good  work  in 
bringing  about  religious  liberty,  and  but  little  in 
discarding  the  false  doctrines  that  were  palmed  off 
upon  the  people  for  truth,  during  the  dark  ages. 
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The  restoration  of  the  (true  gospel  in  these  latter 
Klays  is  the  fulfillment  of  Rev.  14:6  :<  “And  I saw 
, another > angel  fly  in  the*  midst  of  -heaven,*  havin'g 
,the  everlasting  gospelnto  preach,  unto  them  that 
dwell  on  the  e^irth,  and  to  every1  nation,  and  kin- 
dred, ;and  tongue,  and- people.’’  The  great  modern 
prophet-  built  up  the  ’church  • in  harmony'  with  the 
apostolic  pattern.1  It  fwas  organized  on  the  6th 
day  of  rApril,  183©.  Every  person- know’s  that  it 
does  not  require  much  skill  'to  ‘find  fault  with 
the  churches'  that  exist,  during  yotir  ti'mb,  but  t (b 
-build  up  a church  in  harmony  with  the  'apostolib, 
land*  t’o  teach1  all  truth  and  n'd  erfor,  Requires  A 
grdat  amount*  of 'skill.  This 'the  founder  of  the 
latter' day 'dispensation  ha^! ! succeeded  inf  doing'. 
Not  because  he  was  smarter  th&n'loth'er  'men,  fot 
naturally  he  was  not,  ’but  because  he  was  guided 
in  all'  his  ministerial  acts  by  revelation  from 
•God.  "!  ’ M 1 M ' 

' This  true,  latter  day  gospel,  like  the  apostolic, 
Is  preached  free"  of  charge'  to  the  people,  add 
there,:are  a good  many  Who  wdh’t  have  it,  evefi 
at't’hat  pri’ce. J 4 *’  ’ ’ ' 

The  Apostle  P’eter  evidently  k'rieW  that  Therb 
would  be  a great  apostacy  from  the  true  faith, 
and  that  it  would'  be  restored'  ’again  in  the  latter 
days;  for  he  said  when  speaking  of  Christ  having 
gone  td’heaVefi:  “Whom' the  heavens  hi  list  receive 
'until  THiiTiMSs  of  THE  RESTITUTION  6fal1 
i^HlNGS, ' which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of 
all  H'is  holy  prophets  since  the  World' began. w — Actfe 
3:21.  “The  fest'itutidh  of  all  thingsTspbken  by  the 
niotithof  all 'His  fholy  prophets  since 'the  wofrld  be- 
glan,'”  nieahis  si  restoration  o'f  what  they  have  “spok- 
en/’ of  in ‘other  wbrds,  the  lost  scriptures.  It  also  in- 
cludes' a restoration  of  wh&lt  they  have' predicted1. 
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The  restoration  of  uThe  everlasting  covenant,” 
lost  scriptures,  the  gathering  of  the  Israelites  to 
the  land  of  Canaan,  memorial  sacrifices,  the  coming 
of  Christ,  and  all  the  resurrected  saints  and  translat- 
ed prophets  to  live  on  this  earth  again,  the  restora- 
tion of  this  earth  to  be  as  it  was  in  the  early  days  of 
Adam,  and  the  final  redemption  of  man,  are  among 
the  important  events  to  take  place  in  this,  “The  dis- 
pensation of  the  fulness  of  times.” 

“The  everlasting  covenant”  has  already  been  re- 
stored, but  not  in  all  its  parts,  but  the  restoration  of 
the  lost  scriptures  has  only  just  begun.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  some  of  the  lost  books  of  the 
Bible:  “The  Book  of  the  Covenant,”  “The  Book  of 
the  Wars  of  the  Lord,”  “The  Book  of  Jasher,”  “The 
Book  of  Nathan  the  Prophet,”  “The  Book  of  Crad 
the  Seer,  1 “The  Book  of  Shemaiah  the  Prophet,” 
“The  Prophecy  of  Ahijah,”  “The  Visions  of  Iddo 
the  Seer,”  “The  Book  of  Jehu,”  Paul’s  First  Epist- 
le to  the  Corinthians,”  1 Cor.  5:9,  “Paul’s  Epistle 
to  the  Laodiceans,”  Col.  4:16,  and  the  first  epistle 
of  Jude,  called  “The  Common  Salvation,”  Jude  3rd 
verse,  and  “The  Prophecy  of  Enoch,”  Jude  14th 
verse.  Besides  this,  there  has  been  much  scrip- 
ture of  which  the  Bible  gives  us  no  account.  We 
are  not  informed  that  Jesus  ever  wrote  any  scrip- 
ture, yet  everyone  will  admit  that  He  was  as  likely 
to,  as  His  followers  were.  Then  think  of  the  great 
prophets  Elijah  and  Elisha,  and  also  Melchisedek, 
they,  and  many  others,  wrote  scripture,  and  testifi- 
ed of  the  coming  of  Christ.  See  St.  John  10:8, 
Inspired  Translation. 

From  the  book  of  D.  & C.  we  learn,  “The  fulness 
of  John’s  record  is  hereafter  to  be  revealed,”  sec. 
90:1. 

“And  Adam  stood  up  in  the  midst  of  the  con- 
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gregation,  and  * * predicted  whatsoever 

should  befall  his  posterity  unto  the  latest  genera- 
tion. These  things  were  all  written  in  the  book 
of  Enoch,  and  are  to  be  testified  of  in  due 
time.” — D.  & C.  104:  29. 

Because  there  is  so  much  lost  scripture,  is  a part 
of  the  reason  why  there  is  so  much  religious  con- 
fusion at  the  present  time.  But  God  is  going  to 
leave  all  without  excuse  in  this  matter,  and  restore 
all  the  lost  scriptures  to  His  people,  during  the 
“times  of  the  restitution.”  From  the  Book 
of  Mormon  we  learn  that  the  islands  of  the 
sea  have  been  peopled  by  Israelites.  See  1 Nephi 
7:4,  and  2 Nephi  7:  3,  Now  read  these  words: 
“For  I [God]  command  all  men,  both  in  the 
East  and  in  the  West,  in  the  North,  and  in  the 
South,  and  in  the  islands  of  the  sea,  that  they 
should  write  the  words  which  I shall  speak 
unto  them;  for  out  of  the  books  which  shall 
be  written  shall  I judge  the  world,  * * and 

it  shall  come  to  pass  that  the  Jews  shall  have  the 
words  of  the  Nephites,  and  the  Nephites  shall  have 
the  words  of  the  Jews;  and  the  Nephites  and  the 
Jews  shall  have  the  words  of  the  lost  tribes  of  Is- 
rael. * * And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  My 

people  which  are  of  the  house  of  Israel,  shall  be 
gathered  home  unto  the  land  of  their  possessions; 
and  My  word  also  shall  be  GATHERED  IN 
ONE.” — 2 Nephi  12:8-12.  Do  you  believe  that  “the 
house  of  Israel  shall  be  gathered  home  unto  the 
land  of  their  possessions”?  “Yes,”  answers  every 
Latter  Day  Saint.  Well,  the  same  prophet  that 
said  that,  also  said,  “My  word  also  shall  be  gather- 
ed in  one.”  This  means  that  all  the  lost  scriptures 
are  to  be  restored — “gathered  in  one.” 

It  was  this  same  important  event  that  the  great 
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modern  prophet  had  in  view  when  he  wrote,  “This 
dispensation  is  now  beginning  to  usher  in,  and  that 
a whole  and  complete,  and  perfect  union,  and 
WELDING  TOGETHER  of  dispensations,  * * should 
take  place,  and  BE  REVEALED  FROM  THE  DAYS  OF 

Adam  even  unto  the  present  time.”— D.  & C. 
110:18.  The  way  the  most  of  this  will  “be  revealed 
from  the  days  of  Adam  even  unto  the  present 
time,”  is  by  restoring  the  lost  scriptures  that  belong 
to  each  dispensation. 

The  “sealed  book,”  which  has  been  lost  to  man- 
kind for  many  hundred  years,  and  in  these  latter 
days  has  been  restored  to  the  church  of  Christ,  in 
fulfillment  of  Isa.  29th  chapter,  and  is  now  called 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  is  only  the  forerunner  of  all 
the  rest  of  the  lost  scriptures.  They  will  all  yet 
follow  during  “the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all 
things.” 

Now,  dear  reader,  since  God  is  yet  going  to 
“gather  in  one,”  all  the  lost  scriptures,  to  form  one 
grand  code  of  laws,  to  govern  His  people  ‘in  these 
latter  days,  are  you  not  able  to  see  that  this  dispens- 
ation harmonizes  with  all  that  preceded  it?  Also, 
are  you  not  able  to  see  that  prophets  of  God  will 
not  teach  to  suit  their  own  notions?  They  teach 
alike,  because  God  gives  them  the  same  code  of 
laws  to  teach. 

Memorial  sacrifices  are  one  of  the  many  things 
predicted  by  the  prophet  to  be  restored  during  “the 
times  of  the  restitution.”  The  time  is  drawing 
near  when  the  Israelites  will  become  a great  peo- 
ple in  the  land  of  Canaan.  Some  of  the  surround- 
ing nations  will  come  to  fight  against  them.  The 
Lord  is  going  to  require  those  nations  to  “Go 
up  from  year  to  year  to  worship  the  King,  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  and  to  keep  the  feast  of  tab- 
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ERNACLES.” — Zech.  14:16.  It  is  well  known  that 
there  were  sacrifices  offered  in  connection  with 
keeping  this  feast.  Read  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  and  you  can  see  there  will  be  a temple 
in  Jerusalem  at  that  time,  and  sacrifices  offered 
there.  Do  you  suppose  the  nations  referred  to  here 
will  do  as  the  Lord  requires  of  them?  No,  of  course 
they  won’t.  The  false  doctrines  of  “Mystery, 
Babylon,  the  great,  the  mother  of  harlots,”  (Rev. 
17:5)  has  nearly  spread  over  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  she  says,  “All  the  old  laws  were  done  away 
with  when  Christ  died.”  So  the  Lord  will  smite 
those  people  with  “the  plague”  because  they  don't 
obey  Him. 

Now  read  Mai.  3:1-4,  and  you  will  see  the  Lord 
will  send  “The  messenger  of  the  covenant  * * 

and  he  shall  purify  the  sons  of  Levi,  and  purge 
them  as  gold  and  silver.”  For  what  purpose? 
“That  they  may  offer  unto  the  Lord  an  of- 
fering in  RIGHTEOUSNESS,  Then  shall  the  offer- 
ing of  Judah  and  Jerusalem  be  pleasant  unto  the 
Lord,  AS  in  days  OF  old.”  These  words  are  so 
plain  that  they  require  no  explanation. 

Now  the  prophet  Joseph  taught  in  harmony  with 
the  prophets  of  the  Bible,  on  this,  and  all  other 
subjects,  as  far  as  he  did  teach.  If  you  don’t  be- 
lieve he  pointed  out  the  fact  that  memorial  sac- 
rifices are  going  to  be  restored,  just  read  D.  & C. 
94:2;  107:  12,  and  110:24,  The  latter  quotation  is 
a full  endorsement  of  Mai.  3:1-4. 

Jesus  said  in  His  day,  “Man  shall  not  live  by 
bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth 
out  of  the  mouth  of  God,” — Matt.  4:4.  Jesus,  and 
His  apostles  after  him,  spoke  to  that  generation, 
but  only  few  paid  heed  to  the  gospel.  Desolation 
came  upon  the  Israelites,  as  che  result.  The  church 
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“Went  to  the  wilderness,”  and  has  again  been  re- 
stored in  these  latter  days.  From  time  to  time,  in 
this  dispensation,  God  will  speak  through  His 
prophets,  and  we  must  “live  by  every  word”  of  it,  or 
sin  will  be  charged  against  us,  and  “the  restitution 
of  all  things  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  the  holy 
prophets  since  the  world  began,”  will  contin- 
ue till  the  church  of  Christ  on  the  earth,  can  endure 
the  presence  of  Christ  and  the  resurrected  saints; 
then  they  will  come  and  dwell  herewith  us  a thou- 
sand years. 


The  Sabbath  Day. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  Bible  readers  that  Jesus 
taught  and  kept  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  for 
sabbath.  No  one  disputes  this,  but  many  believe 
that  when  He  died,  it  was  changed  by  divine  com- 
mand. This  is  not  true.  It  has  already  been  clear- 
ly shown  that  all  of  Christ’s  teaching  must  be  kept 
up,  in  the  chapter  on  “No  change  in  the  everlast- 
ing covenant  when  Christ  was  crucified.”  There- 
fore His  teachings,  and  example,  must  be  kept  up 
on  this  subject,  as  well  as  all  other  things  which 
He  taught. 

Those  that  advocate  the  first  day  of  the  week  for 
the  sabbath  of  the  apostolic  church,  get  their  be- 
lief from  a misunderstanding  of  the  writings  of  Paul, 
particularly  Col.  2 ch.  When  men  deliberately  in- 
terpret the  teachings  of  Paul  and  make  them 
contradict  the  plain  teachings  of  Christ  in  the  gos- 
pels they  had  better  take  a little  advice  from  the 
Apostle  Peter.  Peter  said,  in  speaking  of  the  writ- 
ings of  Paul,  “In  which  are  some  things  hard  to  be 
understood,  which  they  that  are  unlearned  and  un- 
stable wrest,  as  they  do  also  the  other  scriptures, 
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(not  to  their  salvation,)  but  unto  their  own  de- 
struction.”— 2 Peter  3:  15,  16. 

Not  only  does  the  Bible  teach  that  the  seventh 
day  of  the  week  is  the  sabbath,  but  the  Book  of 
Mormon  does  also.  Read  Mosiah  7:  87,  large  edi- 
tion, and  you  will  find  the  fourth  commandment  re- 
corded exactly  as  it  is  in  Ex.  20:  7-1 1.  Yet  many 
who  think  they  are  true  L D.  Saints,  uphold  the 
first  day  of  the  week  tor  the  sabbath,  thereby  op- 
posing both  the  Bible  and  Book  of  Mormon,  on  this 
subject,  yet  they  claim  to  believe  both  of  these 
books. 

The  great  latter  day  prophet  wrote  these  words, 
“The  elders,  priests  and  teachers  of  this  church  shall 
teach  the  principles  of  my  gospel  which  are  IN  THE 
Bible  and  the  Book  of  Mormon/*  D.  & Coven- 
ants 42:  5.  “The  elders,  priests  and  teachers  of 
THIS  CHURCH** — the  true  faith,  do  teach  in  harmony 
with  those  two  books,  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  all 
others. 

Now  the  question  arises,  if  the  seventh  day  of  the 
week  was  the  sabbath  of  the  apostolic  church,  why 
didn’t  the  prophet  Joseph  point  out  this  fact?  With 
equal  propriety  it  might  be  asked,  why  didn’t  he 
tell  the  people  to  keep  the  feast  of  Tabernacles?  The 
time  is  coming  when  this  will  be  done  by  God’s  peo- 
ple, as  already  shown.  The  reason  is  this:  Joseph 
taught  the  people  all  they  were  able  to  receive,  and 
understand.  He  did  not  claim  to  have  introduced 
all  parts  of  “the  everlasting  covenant/4  He  said 
himself,  shortly  before  he  died,  “it  was  beginning 
to  be  ushered  in,”  D.  & C.  no:  18.  The  prophet 
Joseph  taught  many  great  truths,  links  in  “the  re- 
stitution” chain,  and  there  are  many  more  links  to  be 
added  before  “the  restitution”  chain  is  complete. 

That  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  was  the  sabbath 
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of  the  apostolic  church,  is  already  explained  in  a 
work  called,  “The  Sabbath  and  the  Restitution. ” 
For  this  reason  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  it 
here.  This  work  can  be  had  free  of  charge  from 
any  of  our  faith. 

The  Marriage  Law. 

The  laws  that  God  has  given  to  regulate  this  im- 
portant subject  are  a part  of  “the  everlasting  cov- 
enant,” and  were  given  in  the  days  of  Adam.  It 
is  believed  by  many  that  there  were  great  changes 
made  in  these  laws  in  New  Testament  days,  by  di- 
vine command.  This  is  not  the  case.  The  law  of 
Moses,  which  granted  divorces  for  various  causes, 
was  annulled  (Matt.  19:  3:9.)  It  is  likely  the 
death  penalty  for  adultery  also  ceased  (see  St.  John 
8:3*11.)  There  is  no  definite  evidence  in  the  Bible 
that  any  further  changes  were  made  in  apostolic 
days  than  these. 

The  New  Testament  is  very  silent  on  the  laws 
that  govern  marriage.  It  gives  no  information  in 
regard  to  what  blood  relations  a man  is  forbidden 
to  marry.  To  settle  this  question,  you  have  to  re- 
fer to  the  Old  Testament.  But  some  say,  the  law 
of  the  land  provides  for  this.  Very  true!  the  law 
of  this  land  does,  and  it  is  well  it  does.  But 
there  are  lands  yet  upon  this  earth  that  have  not 
got  a good  law  on  this  point.  Besides,  when  a man 
goes  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ,  it  is  not  the 
law  of  this  land,  or  any  other  land,  he  is  required 
to  preach,  but  the  law  of  God.  There  are  several 
things  that  belong  to  God’s  law  on  marriage  that 
are  not  found  in  the  Bible  now.  Although  it 
speaks  of  marriage,  yet  it  does  not  tell  us  what  it 
is  for.  It  gives  little,  or  no  information  in  tegard 
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to  who  are  eligible.  In  fact,  it  does  not  tell  us  how 
marriage  is  performed.  If  a marriage  ceremony  is 
necessary,  the  Bible  says  nothing  about  it.  And  if 
necessary,  who  should  officiate  in  that  ceremony. 
It  does  not  tell  us  whether  it  is  an  officer  of  the 
church,  or  state,  that  holds  the  right  to  perform 
marriage.  And  if  an  officer  of  the  church,  what 
degree  of  priesthood  should  that  officer  be  of?  You 
may  look  in  that  good  book,  for  an  answer  to  these 
questions,  but  it  will  be  in  vain.  There  were 
scriptures  in  days  of  old  to  answer  all  these  ques- 
tions. In  time  they  will  all  be  restored  to  the 
church. 

It  is  well  known,  that  for  many  years  there 
has  been  a good  deal  of  contention  on  this  subject, 
and  a few  other  points,  between  the  two  largest  or- 
ganized bodies  of  those  who  believe  in  the  divine 
calling  of  the  great  modern  prophet.  There  is  not 
much  to  be  gained  by  arguing  on  this  subject  now, 
for  the  time  is  close  at  hand  when  the  contention 
that  now  exists,  will  cease  to  a great  extent.  Well, 
when  will  that  be?  It  will  be  when  the  words  re- 
corded in  2 Nephi,  2nd  chapter,  have  their  fulfill- 
ment. About  the  middle  of  this  chapter  it  says, 
‘‘But  A SEER  will  I raise  up  out  of  the  fruit  of  thy 
loins;  and  unto  him  will  I give  power  to  bring 
forth  my  word  unto  the  seed  of  thy  loins;  and  not 
to  the  bringing  forth  of  my  word  only,  saith  the 
Lord,  but  to  the  convincing  them  of  my  word 
which  shall  have  already  gone  forth  among  them. 
Wherefore  the  fruit  of  thy  eoins  shall  write; 

and  THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  LOINS  OF  JUDAH  SHALL 
WRITE;  and  that  which  shall  be  WRITTEN  BY 
THE  FRUIT  OF  THY  LOINS,  and  also  that 
which  shall  be  WRITTEN  BY  THE  FRUIT 
OF  THE  LOINS  OF  JUDAH,  shall  grow  to- 
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gether,  unto  the  confounding  of  false  doc- 
trines, and  laying  doWn  of  contentions,  and  es- 
tablishing peace  among  the  fruit  of  thy  loins,  and 
bringing  them  to  the  knowledge  of  their  fathers 
IN  THE  LATTER  DAYS.” 

Every  Latter  Day  Saint  knows  these  words  are 
a part  of  the  prophecy  of  Joseph,  who  lived  in 
Egypt.  The  big  majority  of  those  who  go  by  the 
name  of  Latter  Day  Saint,  believe  that  the  Bible 
fulfills  the  words  of  this  quotation,  where  it  says, 
“The  fruit  of  the  loins  of  Judah  shall  write, ” but 
this  is  not  true.  In  the  first  place,  there  was  only 
a very  small  part  of  the  Bible  written  by  a descend- 
ant of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  Paul  wrote  the  most 
number  of  books,  and  he  was  of  Benjamin.  Moses 
wrote  the  most  number  of  words  and  he  was  of  the 
the  tribe  of  Levi.  It  was  the  same  with  the  rest 
of  the  Bible  writers,  some  were  of  one  tribe,  and 
some  of  another. 

In  the  second  place,  ‘‘the  choice  seer”  that  God 
promised  to  raise  up,  in  the  latter  days,  according 
to  this  chapter,  was  to  do  a good  work  in  “con- 
vincing them,  [the  people],  of  My  WORD  which 
SHALL  HAVE  ALREADY  GONE  FORTH  AMONG  THEM.  ” 
Now  what  scripture,  or  “word”  of  God  “had  al- 
ready gone  forth  among  them,”  the  people,  which 
“the  choice  seer”  could,  and  did  preach  from,  to 
“convince”  them  ot  his  divine  calling?  It  was  the 
Bible,  and  nothing  else,  and  it  was  the  only  “word” 
of  God  had  among  men,  previous  to  that  time.  Then 
the  Bible  was  the  “word”  that  was  prohesied  of, 
“THAT  HAD  ALREADY  GONE  FORTH  AMONG  THEM.” 

Did  God  raise  up  “the  seer,”  promised  in  this 
quotation?  “Yes,”  says  every  L.  D.  Saint,  “Jos- 
eph Smith  was  the  man.” 

Did  he  “write”  the  word  of  God,  as  this  prophe- 
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cy  says  he  was  to  do?  “Yes,”  says  every  L D. 
Saint. 

Has  there  been  any  “false  doctrines”  taught  by 
the  followers  of  Joseph  the  prophet,  and  any  “con- 
tentions'4 existing  between  them?  “Yes,”  says 
every  L.  D.  Saint,  “we  know  too  well  this  is  true,” 

Now,  when  Joseph,  the  son  of  Jacob,  who  lived 
about  3550  years  ago,  has  told  so  accurately  of 
events  that  have  been  fulfilled  in  our  own  day  and 
to  our  own  certain  knowledge,  can  you  not  believe 
the  latter  part  of  this  prophecy,  as  well  as  all  the 
rest  of  it?  “And  that  which  SHALL  BE  WRITTEN 
BY  THE  FRUIT  OF  THY  LOINS,  and  also  that  which 
SHALL  BE  WRITTEN  BY  THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  LOINS 
OF  JUDAH,  shall  grow  together,  unto  the  confound- 
ing of  false  doctrines,  and  laying  down  of  conten- 
tions, and  establishing  peace  among  the  fruit  of  thy 
loins,  * * in  the  latter  days.” 

You  will  notice,  “Judah”  was  not  to  “write”  un- 
til after  “the  seer”  “wrote.”  The  “writings”  of  the 
two  are  to  “grow  together,”  and  “confound  false 
doctrine,”  * * and  “establish  peace’’  among 

Latter  Day  Saints,  “in  the  latter  days.” 

Well,  no  doubt,  you  would  like  to  know  how  this 
marriage  question  will  eventually  be  settled,  when 
“peace”  is  established,  and  “false  doctrines”  are 
confounded.  It  will  be  settled  in  this  way.  God 
has  sent  into  the  world  “THE  EVERLASTING  COV- 
ENANT, even  that  which  was  from  the  begin- 
ning.”— D.  & C.  49:2.  So  whatever  was  God’s 
law  on  this  subject,  “from  the  beginning,”  it  will 
be  the  same  then,  let  that  be  what  it  may. 

Baptism  for  the  l>ead. 

The  object  of  introducing  this  chapter  is  not  to 
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prove  the  truth  of  this  doctrine,  for  this  has  al- 
ready been  done  in  other  works,  but  to  refer  to  its 
antiquity,  and  because  it  is  an  important  part  of 
“the  everlasting  covenant,”  or  gospel  of  Christ. 
There  is  plenty  of  evidence  in  the  Bible  to  prove 
that  this  ordinance  was  practiced  in  apostolic  days. 
But  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  taught  and  prac- 
ticed long  before  that  time.  It  is  known  to  some, 
that  in  the  temple  at  Nauvoo,  in  the  days  of  Jos- 
eph the  Seer,  there  .were  twelve  stone  oxen,  on 
which  a baptismal  font  was  placed,  in  which  bap- 
tism for  the  dead  was  to  be  practiced.  This  temple 
was  destroyed  before  it  was  finished.  The  prophet 
Joseph  was  the  first  man  . in  these  latter  days  to 
bring  to  light,  on  a scriptural  foundation,  this  long 
lost  ordinance.  Now  the  question  arises,  why  did 
he  commence  to  build  a temple,  with  this  particu- 
lar characteristic,  in  which  to  practice  this  doc- 
trine? No  other  man  in  these  latter  days,  even 
thought  of  such  a thing,  much  less  to  build  a temple, 
in  this  manner.  It  shows  plainly  enough  he  was 
directed  by  the  Lord  to  do  so. 

But  Joseph  was  not  the  first  man  of  God  to  build 
a temple  with  twelve  oxen  in  it,  to  support  a bap- 
tismal font. 

The  temple  built  by  Solomon  had  in  it  “A  molten 
sea/’ supported  by  “Twelve  oxen,”  1 Kings  7:23-25 ; 

2 Chron.  4:  2 4 Without  doubt,  this  “molten  sea,'  » 
which  rested  on  these  “twelve  oxen,”  was  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a baptismal  font.  Because  this 
long  lost  ordinance  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Old  Test- 
ament, it  does  not  prove  it  was  not  practiced  in 
those  days.  Baptism  for  the  living  is  not  spoken  of 
in  the  first  half  of  the  Bible,  yet  it  has  been  shown 
to  have  been  practiced  since  the  days  of  Adam. 

In  D.  & C.  107;  10- 1 1 , the  great  modern  prophet 
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tells  of  the  importance  of  building  a temple  in 
which  to  baptize  for  the  dead.  Then  he  goes  on  to 
say:  “For,  for  this  cause,  I [the  Lord]  commanded 
Moses  that  he  should  build  a tabernacle  that  they 
should  bear  it  into  the  wilderness,  and  to  build  an 
house  in  the  land  of  promise,  * * that  your 
anointings  and  your  washings,  and  your  BAPTISMS 
FOR  THE  DEAD,  and  your  solemn  assemblies,  * * 

and  for  the  beginning  of  the  revelations  and  foun- 
dation of  Zion,  and  for  the  glory,  honor  and  endow- 
ment of  all  her  municiples,are  ordained  by  the  ordin- 
ance of  my  HOLY  HOUSE,  which  MY  PEOPLE  ARE  AL- 
WAYS COMMANDED  TO  BUILD  UNTO  MY  HOLY 
name/’  par.  12.  From  this  quotation  it  can  be 
seen,  that  baptism  for  the  dead  was  a part  of  what 
the  tabernacle  built  by  Moses  was  used  for.  Be- 
sides this,  it  shows  that  Moses  told  the  people  of 
the  necessity  to  build  an  house  in  the  land  of  prom- 
ise— the  land  of  Canaan — for  this  purpose.  This 
“house”  was  not  built  until  the  days  of  Solomon, 
but  the  people  evidently  knew  of  this  doctrine, 
since  the  days  of  Moses.  The  latter  part  of  this 
quotation  says,  “my  people  are  always  commanded 
to  build  a house  unto  my  holy  name.”  Well,  there 
were  people  of  God  long  before  the  days  of  Moses, 
and  according  to  this,  they  were  required  to  build 
a temple  of  God,  for  this,  as  well  as  other  purposes. 

The  prophet  Joseph  tells  us  plainly  that  God 
“Sent  unto  you  mine  everlasting  covenant,  even 
that  which  was  from  the  beginning.” — D.  & C. 
49:2.  Baptism  for  the  dead  is  a part  of  this  gos- 
pel “covenant”  now,  so  it  must  have  been  “from 
the  beginning.”  Well  might  a man  exclaim,  truly 
“the  everlasting  covenant”  is  the  same  all  through 
the  worlds’  history!  When  some  more  of  the  lost 
scriptures  are  restored,  this  will  be  more  plain. 
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O,  what  a glorious  gospel  this  is,  it  saves  both  the 
living  and  the  dead!.  But  this  does  not  take  place 
until  they  comply  with  the  conditions.  There  are 
many  good  honest  people  that  have  been  deceived 
by  false  teachers  of  religion.  Of  course  they  suf- 
fer loss,  “For  if  the  blind  lead  the  blind,  both  shall 
fall  into  the  ditch.”  But  God,  in  His  mercy,  per- 
mits the  gospel  to  be  preached  to  them  in  the  spirit 
world.  Living  relatives  must  be  baptized  for  these. 
Dear  reader,  if  you  are  not  already  a member  of  the 
church  of  Christ,  don’t  delay  in  becoming  one,  so 
you  may  be  saved  yourself,  and  be  baptized.for  your 
dear  departed  friends. 

But  let  not  wicked  men  think  they  can  go  on 
sinning  against  God  every  day,  then  die,  repent, 
and  come  up  among  the  righteous  in  the  first  resur- 
rection. This  they  cannot  do.  Just  see  what  the 
Apostle  Peter  says:  “The  Lord  knoweth  how  to 
deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptation,  and  to  reserve 
the  unjust  unto  the  day  of  judgment  to  be  punish- 
ed.”— 2 Peter  2:9.  This  shows  that  the  wicked 
are  not  given  the  gospel  soon  after  death;  they  are 
“reserved  to  be  punished.”  But  after  they  have 
served  out  their  terms  of  punishment,  “According 
to  their  works,”  towards  the  end  of  the  millennial 
reign,  if  they  will  then  obey  the  gospel  of  Christ, 
they  will  be  forgiven;  hence  the  necessity  of  a sec- 
ond resurrection.  They  will  finally  be  brought  in- 
to the  lowest  grades  of  salvation.  It  was  this  that 
Paul  had  in  view  when  he  said,  “For  as  in  Adam 
all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive.” 
— 1 Cor.  15:22. 


Conclusion. 


Now,  in  conclusion,  dear  brethren  and  sisters  of 
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the  true  faith,  let  us  go  on  in  well  doing.  It  will 
not  be  long  until  God  will  raise  up  another  great 
prophet,  “To  set  in  order  the  house  of  God.”  This 
prophet  will  teach  in  harmony  with  the  prophets 
of  God  that  preceded  his  day,  and  bring  to  light 
some  more  of  the  laws  of  “the  everlasting  coven- 
ant,’’ and  you  may  expect  there  will  be  some,  so- 
called,  Latter  Day  Saints,  as  well  as  sectarians,  who 
will  cry  “Delusion!”  “False  prophet!” 

We,  of  all  people,  have  the  most  reason  to  re- 
joice. While  thousands  of  honest  persons  are  de- 
ceived by  all  kinds  of  false  doctrines,  we  have  the 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  A calm  peace 
reigns  in  our  hearts,  which  the  world  cannot  give, 
nor  take  away — it  is  the  spirit  that  comes  from 
Christ.  We  must  expect  trials;  those  that  have 
gone  before  us  had  the  same.  We  must  continue 
on  in  this  glorious  cause:  on,  on  to  victory!  It 
was  Jesus,  “The  captain  of  our  salvation,”  who 
said,  “Hold  fast  what  thou  hast  till  I come,  and  I 
will  give  thee  a crown  of  life.” 

Edward  T.  Couch. 


